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Worker visas in doubt as immigration c tac kdown widens 


By MATTSEDENSKY 
NEW YORK (AP) — Immi- 
grantswith specialized skills 
are being denied work vi¬ 
sas or seeing applications 
get caught up in lengthy 
bureaucratic tanglesunder 
federal changes that some 
considera contradiction to 
President Donald Trump's 
promise of a continued 
pathway to the U.S. for the 
most talented foreigners. 
Getting what's known as 
an H-1B visa has never 
been a sure thing — the 
number issued annually is 
capped at 85,000 and ap¬ 
plicants need to enter a 
lottery to even be consid¬ 


ered. But some immigration 
attorneys, as well as those 
who hire such workers, say 
they've seen unprecedent¬ 
ed disruptions in the ap¬ 
proval process since Trump 
took office in 2017. 

"You see all these argu¬ 
ments that we want the 
best and the brightest 
coming here," said John 
Goslow, an immigration at¬ 
torney in Ann Arbor, Michi¬ 
gan. "Yet we're seeing a 
full-frontal assault on just all 
aspects of immigration." 
For American businesses, 
there is a bottom-line im¬ 
pact. 

Continued on Rage 4 



In this Monday, Feb. 4 , 2019, photo, Leo Wang packs a suitcase at his home in San Jose, Calif. 
Wang has found himself trapped in an obstacle course regarding H-lBwork visasfbrfbieigners. 
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Rosenstein: G ovemmenttra nspa nency isn'ta Iwaysa ppropriate 



Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein speaks at a Center for 
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) event on the rule of 
law, Monday, Feb. 25, 2019, in Washington. 
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By ERIC TUCKER 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

man who long oversaw 
special counsel Robert 
Mueller's investigation said 
Monday that it is not al¬ 
ways appropriate for the 
government to be trans- 
pa rent a bout its work a she 
argued that prosecutors 
should not level public al¬ 
legations against people 
they do notcharge. 

Deputy Attorney General 
Rod Rosenstein's com¬ 
ments at an event come 
as Mueller's Russia probe 
winds down and as there 
is debate about what in¬ 
formation should be made 
public at the end, particu¬ 
larly about individuals who 
were investigated but not 
charged. 

Rosenstein did not discuss 
Mueller's work in detail and 
did not suggest his com¬ 
ments about transparency 
were specifically a bout the 
special counsel's investiga¬ 
tion. But he made several 
remarksthatcould be inter¬ 
preted asserting the stage 
for the J ustice Department 
to not disclose as much 
about the investigation, 
and about the actions of 
President Donald Trump, 
as Democrats in Congress 
and many in the public 
mig ht want. 

'There's a knee-jerk reac¬ 
tion to suggest that we 
should be transparent 
about what we do in gov¬ 
ernment," Rosenstein said. 
"But there are a lot of rea¬ 
sons not to be transparent 
about what we do in gov¬ 
ernment." 

He added: 'There may be 
legitimate reasons for mak¬ 
ing exceptions, but as a 
general principle, in my 
view, the Department of 
J ustice is best served when 
people are confident that 
... when we're investigating 
American citizens in par¬ 


ticular, we're going to do it 
with appropriate sensitivity 
to the rights of uncharged 
people." 

Rosenstein was responsible 
for Mueller's appointment 
in May 2017 and has over¬ 
seen much of his day-to- 
day work since then. He is 
expected to step down in 
the middle of next month, 
and his speech Monday 
on the rule of law at the 
Center for Strategic and 
International Studies is likely 
one of his final public ap¬ 
pearances before his de¬ 
parture. 

The decision on whatto do 
with Mueller's findings will 
ultimately fall to new Attor¬ 
ney General William Barr, 
who has said he wants to 
make public asmuch ashe 
can. He has said he plans 
to produce his own report 
after receiving a confiden¬ 
tial one from Mueller. 

At other points in his 
speech, and in a question- 
and-answer session that 
followed, Rosenstein ap¬ 
peared to allude to the J us¬ 
tice Department's protocol 
of not disclosing negative 
information about people 
it does not have enough 
evidence to charge or 
that, for other reasons, it 
decides against prosecut¬ 
ing. Justice Department 
legal opinionsangue that a 
sitting president cannot be 
indicted, suggesting pros¬ 
ecutors would not be able 
to pursue charges against 
Trump even if they uncover 
wrongdoing. That could 
mean investigators do not 
make public information 
they collected on Trump. 
'The guidance I always 
gave my prosecutors and 
the agents I worked with 
during my tenure on the 
front lines of law enforce¬ 
ment were if we aren't pre¬ 
pared to prove our case 
beyond a reasonable 


doubt in court, then we 
have no business making 
allegations against Ameri¬ 
can citizens," Rosenstein 
said. 

Rosenstein's comments 
stand in contrast to con¬ 
gressional Democrats who 
are aggressively pushing 
the idea that Mueller's full 
report, plus the underly¬ 
ing documents, should be 
made public. 

The Democrats are point¬ 
ing to documents J ustice 
Department officials made 
public following the investi¬ 
gation into Hillary Clinton's 
use of a private email serv¬ 
er, as well as information 
Republicans demanded 
last year during inquiries 
into the early stages of the 
FBI's Russia investigation. 

The documents given to 
Congress included sensi¬ 
tive, sometimes classified, 
information that had tra¬ 
ditionally been kept under 
wraps after closed investi¬ 
gations or during ongoing 
investigations. 

The chairman of the House 
intelligence committee, 
Adam Schiff, tweeted 
Monday that 'this double 
standard won't cut it. 

"For two years, I sounded 
the alarm about DOJ's 
deviation from just that 
principle as it turned over 
hundreds of thousands of 
pages in closed or ongo¬ 
ing investigations," he said. 
"I warned that DOJ would 
need to live by this prec¬ 
edent. And it will. 

Lika r\ 

u: Dij [J / 

rycyJjyuis 

facebook.co m/aruba today/ 




















fiPAy 


U.S. NEWSIftf 


TUESDAY 26 FEBRUARY 2019 






You can own your own slice of 
Paradise at Casa del Mar 


One bedroom units selling now at 
^renovation prices, starting as low as $1,800 


Ex-campaign worker for Trump 
sues over unwanted kiss claim 


By CURT ANDERSON 
AP Legal Afla its WHter 
MIAMI (AP) — A former 
worker on President Don¬ 
ald Trump's 2016campaign 
claims in a lawsuit filed 
Monday that he abruptly 
grabbed her by the hand 
and planted an unwanted 
kiss on her face during a 
Florida meeting with staff 
and volunteers. 

Alva Johnson, who lives in 
the Huntsville, Alabama 
area, contends in the fed¬ 
eral lawsuit that Trump 
made the nonconsensual 
advance in August 2016 in 
Tampa, Florida. She says he 
"grasped her hand and did 
not let go" and kissed her 
on the comerof hermouth 
as she turned slightly away. 
'The forced and unwanted 
kisswasdeeply offensive to 
Ms. Johnson," the lawsuit 
says, adding that she suf¬ 
fered "emotional distress, 
psychological trauma, hu¬ 
miliation, embarrassment, 
loss of dignity, invasion of 
privacy and other dam¬ 
ages." 

"The lawsuit, also reported 
earlier Monday by The 
Washington Post and The 
New Yorker, seeksunspeci- 
fied money damages and 
an order preventing the 
president from "grabbing, 
kissing or otherwise assault¬ 
ing or harassing women 
without prior express con¬ 
sent." 

White House Press Secre¬ 
tary Sarah Sanders called 
J ohnson's allegations fabri¬ 
cated and said other peo¬ 
ple who were there say it 
did not take place. 

'This accusation is absurd 
on its face. This never hap¬ 
pened and is directly con¬ 
tradicted by multiple highly 
credible eye witness ac¬ 
counts," Sa nd era sa id. 

At the time, J ohnson's ma in 


job with the Trump cam¬ 
paign was to manage a 
fleet of recreational vehi- 
clesthatserved astraveling 
offices throughout Florida. 
According to the lawsuit, 
Trump visited one of these 
RVs in Tampa before a rally 
there when the unwanted 
kiss took place. 

"He told her he knew she 
had been on the road fora 
long time and that she had 
been doing a greatjob. He 
also told Ms. Johnson that 
he would not forget about 
her, and that he was going 
to take care of her,"John¬ 
son claims in the lawsuit. 
Among those who alleg¬ 
edly witnessed the incident 
was Pam Bondi, at the time 
Florida's attorney general 
and a Trump supporter.The 
lawsuit contends that Bon¬ 
di "glanced at Ms. J ohnson 
and smiled" after the al¬ 
leged unwanted kiss. 

Bondi did not immediately 
respond Monday to an 
email seeking comment. 
Johnson's lawsuit also re¬ 
counts at least a dozen 
similarallegationsmade by 
women against Trump and 
notes that she realized she 
was not alone after the in¬ 
famous "Ac cess Hollywood" 
tape emerged in October 
2016 in which Trump brags 
about groping and kissing 
women without asking per¬ 
mission. Trump has denied 
any wrongdoing. 

A Florida lawyer who she 
contacted not long after 
the incident, Adam Horow¬ 
itz, said Monday that "she 
was definitely in distress 
and notjustabout herjob." 
She also told Horowitz she 
was seeing a therapist. 
Horowitz said what they 
didn't know at the time was 
thatOctober2016 wasalso 
the month Stormy Daniels 
and Karen Me Doug a I were 


being paid off through 
then-Trump lawyer Michael 
Cohen, according to Co¬ 
hen's sworn statements. 
Horowitz ultimately did not 
take the J ohnson case. 
Johnson, who is African- 
American, also claims in 
the lawsuit that she was 
paid less than her Trump 
campaign counterparts 
because of her race and 
gender. 

'The campaign knew that 
it was underpaying Ms. 
Johnson relative to her 
white counterparts," the 
lawsuit claimsTrump cam¬ 
paign spokeswoman Kay- 
leigh McEnany denied that 
claim. 

'The Trump campaign has 
never discriminated based 


In an Aug. 24, 2016 photo. Republican presidential nominee 
Donald Trump meets supporters oiganizing voter registration 
and support for his campaign just before a rally at the Honda 
Slate Faiigroundsinlampa, Ha. 

on race, ethnicity, gender, erwise is off base and un- 
or any other basis. Any al- founded." 
legation suggesting oth- □ 
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In this April 18,2017 file photo, FteskJeritDonald Trump holds up the "Buy American, Hite American" 
executive oiderwhich he signed during a visit to the headquaiteisoftool manufacturer Snap-on 
Inc. in Kenosha, VMs. 


WORKER VISAS 
Continued from Front 

Link Wilson, an architect 
who co-founded a firm in 
Bloomington, Minnesota, 
said finding enough quali¬ 
fied workers within the U.S. 
has been a problem for 
years. That's due to a short¬ 
age of architects, but also 
because his firm needs 
people with experience 
developing senior housing. 
He said employers who turn 
to international applicants 
do so as a last resort, put¬ 
ting up with legal fees and 
ever-expanding visa ap¬ 
proval times because they 
have no otherchoice. 
'We're just at the point 
where there's no one else 
to hire," said Wilson, who 
hired an architect under 
an H-1B visa last year after 
enduring a long wait. He 
estimates his firm turned 
away about $1 million in 
projects in 2018 because it 
didn't have enough staff to 
handle them. 

Three months after taking 
office, Trump issued his "Buy 
American and Hire Ameri¬ 
can" executive order , di¬ 
recting Cabinet officials to 
suggest reforms to ensure 
that H-1B visas are award¬ 
ed to the "most-skilled or 
highest-paid" applicants 
to help promote the hiring 
of Americans for jobs that 
might otherwise go to im¬ 
migrants 

Subsequent memos have 
allowed for greater discre¬ 
tion in denying applica- 
tionswithout first requesting 
add itio na I info rma tio n fro m 
an applicant, tossed the 
deference given to peo¬ 
ple seeking to renew their 
H-lBs, and raised concern 
thatthe government would 
revoke work permits forthe 
spouses of H-1B holders. 
One order restricted com¬ 
panies' ability to use H-1B 
workers off-site at a cus¬ 
tomer's place of business, 
while another temporar¬ 
ily rescinded the option of 
paying for faster applica¬ 
tion processing. 


Attomeyswho handle these 
applications say one of the 
biggest shifts is an increase 
in "requests for evidence," 
orRFEs, from U.S. C itizenship 
and Immigration Services. 
An RFE can delay a visa for 
months or longer as appli¬ 
cants and employers are 
forced to submit additional 
documentation overthings 
such asthe applicability of 
a college degree to a pro¬ 
spective job orwhetherthe 
wage being offered is ap¬ 
propriate. If the responses 
are unsatisfactory, a visa 
may be denied. 

'They're just blocking the 
avenues so that employers 
will get frustrated and they 
won't employ foreign na¬ 
tionals," said Dakshini Sen, 
an immigration lawyer in 
Houston whose caseload 
is mostly H-1B applications. 
'We have to write a nd write 
and write and explain and 
explain and explain each 
and every point." 

USC IS data released on Fri¬ 
day shows an increase in 
the number of completed 
H-1B applications receiving 
an RFE, from about 21 per¬ 
cent in the 2016 fiscal year 
to 38 percent last fiscal 


year. The number contin¬ 
ued to rise in the first quar¬ 
ter of this fisc a I yea r, to 60 
percent. 

A growing number of ap¬ 
plications with such re¬ 
quests were ultimately de¬ 
nied, while the approval 
rate among all applicants 
has fallen. Approvals also 
dipped in two other visa 
programs for foreign work¬ 
ers, including one for indi¬ 
viduals with extraordinary 
abilities in areas such as sci¬ 
ence, sports and the arts. 
Jessica Collins, a spokes¬ 
woman for USC IS, linked 
the changes to the presi¬ 
dent's executive order, say¬ 
ing the goal wasto reduce 
'frivolous" petitions and that 
"it is incumbent upon the 
petitioner, not the govern¬ 
ment" to prove eligibility. 
Some employers note tra¬ 
ditional three-year renew¬ 
able terms of H-lBs have 
also been changing; one 
lawsuit by an organization 
representing information 
technology companies 
claims some visas were 
valid for only a few days 
or had expired before they 
were even received. 
Meantime, a vague entry 
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published in the Federal 
Register last fall advised 
that the Department of 
Homeland Security would 
propose additional revi¬ 
sions to focus on attracting 
'the best and the brightest" 
and to "ensure employers 
pay appropriate wages" 
to H-1B visa holders, which 
has raised alarms that the 
administration will move 
to narrow the definition of 
who qualifies. 

C a ug ht in the c nossha irs of 
all this are workers like Leo 
Wang. 

Wang, 32, spent six years 
after college in his native 
China learning all he could 
about data and analytics 
He got into the University 
of Southern California, in¬ 
terned at a major venture 
capital firm and wasted no 
time after finishing his mas¬ 
ter's before starting on an¬ 
other degree. He couch- 
surfed, passed up an en¬ 
ticing foreign job offer and 
amassed educational debt 
all in pursuit of the dream 
that ultimately came true: 
A six-figure Silicon Valley 
job. 

As long as it took Wang to 
achieve his goal, it disap¬ 


peared in record time. 
Wang was working at 
Seagate Technology under 
an immigration provision 
known as Optional Practi¬ 
cal Training, which gives 
those on student visas per¬ 
mission to work. But that 
expired last year, and be¬ 
cause his H-1B application 
was in flux, he wasforced to 
take a leave from Seagate 
and withdraw from the 
master's program he was 
pursuing at Berkeley. He 
says he and his company 
dutifully responded to an 
RFE, compiling examples of 
his work at Seagate. But on 
Jan. 11, Wang got a final 
answer: He was denied an 
H-1B. 

"All I wanted was to be 
able to see my American 
dream,"he said. 

Sandra Feist, an immigra¬ 
tion attorney in Minneapo¬ 
lis, said talented foreigners 
discouraged by the visa 
process are beginning to 
look at opportunities in 
other countries, and she 
questions what that means 
for America's future, espe¬ 
cially if top-tier researchers 
who could contribute to 
science and medicine are 
turned away. 

One of her clients, a com¬ 
puter systems analyst from 
India with a master's de¬ 
gree from a U.S. college, 
filed his petition for an H-1B 
in April 2017 with 101 pages 
of documentation. He re¬ 
ceived an RFE, and a 176- 
page response was filed, 
with additional paperwork 
attempting to prove just 
how complicated the po¬ 
sition was. He was denied. 
Feist filed a 282-page ap¬ 
peal, requesting that the 
file be reopened. Though 
the appeal wasapproved, 
there was a second RFE, 
which Feist said raises the 
same issues she already re¬ 
sponded to. 

With a U.S. work visa un¬ 
likely, that client is applying 
for permanent residency in 
Canada with his wife and 
U.S. citizen child.Q 
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Strong winds, snowy weather hit West Coast 



An unidentified man uses a railed over high profile vehicle to 
shield himself from the wind on the Interstate 580 south of Reno, 
Nev., on Monday Feb 25, 2019. 


By SCOTTSONNER 
Associated Press 
RENO, Nev. (AP) — A fierce 
winterstorm packing winds 
in excess of 100 mph (160 
kph) and predicted to 
bring asmuch as8feet (2.4 
meters) of snow to the Si¬ 
erra Nevada barreled into 
the West Coast on Mon¬ 
day, toppling trucks, trig¬ 
gering power outages and 
temporarily closing the ma¬ 
jorhighway near Reno. 

Up to a foot (30 centime¬ 
ters) of snow already had 
fallen in parts of Oregon, 
forcing school closures 
and delays, and a blizzard 
warning was in effect in 
partsof Montana. 

Winds gusting to 110 mph 
(177 kph) were recorded 
at the summit of the Squaw 
Valley ski resort near Lake 
Tahoe, and up to 84 mph 
(135 kph) in the valleys 
along the Sierra's eastern 
front where Interstate 580 
was closed off and on be¬ 
tween Reno and Carson 
City. 

Two trucks overturned on 


1-580 and another on near¬ 
by U.S. 395 in the Washoe 
Valley, where one non-life 
threatening injury was re¬ 
ported. 

At one point as many as 
6,000 NV Energy custom¬ 
ers were without power in 
the Reno-Sparks area, but 
power had been restored 
to about half by Monday 
afternoon. 

Schools throughout Ore¬ 
gon delayed start times or 
closed altogether. About 
a foot of snow (30 centi¬ 
meters) was reported in ar¬ 
eas including Eugene and 
Bend, producing slickroads 
and causing canceled 
flights at Portland's airport. 
The city of Eugene de¬ 
clared an ice/snow emer¬ 
gency requiring drivers to 
remove vehiclesfrom snow 
emergency routes 
Devon Ashbridge, a 
spokesperson for Lane 
County, said that although 
snow plow crews had been 
working since Sunday, 
roadways were still rela¬ 
tively treacherous with hun- 


dredsof downed treesand 
power lines across county 
roads 

A swath of western Mon¬ 
tana from Missoula through 
the Bitterroot Valley was 
under a blizzard warning 
through Monday evening, 
with an inch or two (2 V 2 X .0 
5 centimeters) of snow ex¬ 
pected to fall each hour. 
The National Weather Ser¬ 
vice hasissued winterstorm 


Associated Press 

wamingsand advisoriesfor 
most of the rest of Montana 
through Tuesday morning 
In the Sierra along the Cal- 
ifomia-Nevada line, a win¬ 
terstorm warning remained 
in effectforthe Lake Tahoe 
area until 4 a.m. Thurs¬ 
day. The forecast calls for 
winds gusting in excess of 
140 mph (225 kph) over 
ridgetops 

"Periods of white-out condi¬ 


tions are likely,"the Nation¬ 
al Weather Service in Reno 
said. 'Very strong winds 
could cause extensive tree 
damage." 

No new snow had fallen in 
the Sierra by Monday after¬ 
noon, but 2 to 4 feet (61 to 
122 centimeters) is expect¬ 
ed over the three days, 
with 4 to 8 feet (1.2 to 2.4 
meters) possible above ele¬ 
vations of 7,000 feet (2,134 
meters), including where 
U.S. Interstate 80crossesthe 
top of the Sierra at Donner 
Pass southwest of Truckee, 
California. 

The latest storm will be a 
"marathon rather than a 
sprint," the service said, in 
terms of accumulation with 
several wet feet of new 
snow expected over top 
of a drier layer of powdery 
snow through early Thurs¬ 
day. 

'Travel will be tough and 
possibly impossible at times 
through the Sierra with 
no clear break in snowfall 
once this begins," the ser- 
vic e sa id .□ 


High winds c ut power, inundate 
Lake Erie shoreline with ice 


BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — High 
winds howled through 
much of the eastern U.S. 
fora second day Monday, 
cutting powerto hundreds 
of thousandsof homesand 
businesses, closing schools, 
and pushing dramatic 
mounds of ice onto the 
shores of Lake Erie. 

Wind gusts of hurricane 
force — 74 mph (119 kph) 
— or higher were reported 
around the region, includ¬ 
ing West Virginia and New 
York. While atop Mount 
Washington, the North- 
ea st's hig hest pea k of 6,288 
feet (1,916 meters) in New 
Hampshire, a gust of 144 
mph (231 kph) was record¬ 
ed. 

Toppled trees and pow¬ 
er poles, easy targets for 
strong windsthat uprooted 
them from ground satu¬ 
rated by rain and snow¬ 
melt, plunged homes and 
businesses into darkness, 
though in most places 
powerwasexpected back 


quicklyaswindsdied down 
by the end of Monday. 
Hundreds of schools were 
delayed or canceled in 
New York a lone. 

The wind peeled off roofs 
in places In Syracuse, New 
York, scaffolding blown off 
a building knocked down 
power lines 

Wind advisories and warn¬ 
ings were in effect through 
Monday in the mid-Atlan¬ 
tic and Northeast up to 
northern New England. In 
Maine, police say a trucker 
blamed wind for causing 
his tractor-trailer loaded 
with bananas to swerve 
and overturn on the Maine 
Turnpike. While in Sandusky, 
Ohio, a motorist captured 
video of a tractor-trailer 
flipping overon a bridge . 
Giant chunks of ice spilled 
over the banks of the Ni¬ 
agara River across from 
Buffalo on Sunday, creat¬ 
ing a jagged, frosty barrier 
between the river and a 
scenic road. 


Dramatic footage cap¬ 
tured by park police in On¬ 
tario showed the massive 
chunks roiling onto shore. 
High winds had raised 
water levels on the east¬ 
ern end of Lake Erie in a 
phenomenon known as a 
seiche and then, accord¬ 
ing to the New York Power 
Authority, driven ice over a 
boom upstream from the 
river. 

Ice mounds 25 to 30 feet 
(8 to 9 meters) high also 
came ashore farthersouth, 
piling up on several lake- 
front propertiesin suburban 
Hamburg. 

'We've had storms in the 
past, but nothing like this," 
resident Dave Schultz told 
WGRZ 'We've never had 
the ice pushed up against 
the walls and right up onto 
our patios. ... It's in my pa¬ 
tio, the neighbor's patio, 
and the patio afterthat." 

A voluntary evacuation 
for the area was issued 
Sunday.Q 


# - 



A family walks near a massive build up of ice that was pushed 
onto the shone of Mather Park in Fort Erie, Ont, Monday, Febru¬ 
ary 25, 2019. 
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US$ 399.000 
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Palm Beach 4-G 
www.arubahouses.com 


Spacious 3 bedroom 2 bathroom 
condo located in Tierra Del Sol. 
European kitchen with granite 
counter top bar, stainless steel 
appliances, double bedroom with 
double sink and large shower, 
garage and parking spot incl. patio 
with fabulous golf course views. 
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J udge OKs settlement from nation's la igest natural gas leak 



In this Jan 7, 2016, file photo, a sign declares the boundaiy line of the Southern California Gas 
Company gas fields where a gas well leaked methane nearthe community Potter Ranch, Calif. 
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By BRIAN MELLEY 
Associated Press 
IDS ANGELES (AP) — A 

California judge on Mon¬ 
day approved a $120 mil¬ 
lion court settlement from 
the nation's largest-known 
natural gas leak. 

Judge Carolyn Kuhl in Los 
Angeles Superior Court 
signed a consent decree 
putting the settlement into 
effect after saying her role 
was limited in overseeing 
a deal between Southern 
California GasCo. and the 
state and city of LA. 

"If I find, as I was supposed 
to find, that it did n't violate 
the law or public policy, 
that's the end of my deter¬ 
mination," Kuhl said. 

The settlement was criti¬ 
cized by environmentalists 
for plans to mitigate the 
large amount of climate¬ 
changing methane that 
spewed for nearly four 
months from the 2015 blow- 
outatthe Aliso Canyon gas 
storage facility. 
Environmental groupscom- 
plained the utility would get 
full creditforprojectspartly 
funded by state money 
to capture methane from 
dairy farms in the state's 
farm belt — more than 100 
miles (160 kilometers) from 
where the blowout oc¬ 
curred on the edge of Los 
Angeles 


'They get to count meth¬ 
ane reduction that was 
already happening on the 
public dime,"said attorney 
Nina Robertson of Earthjus- 
tice. 

More than a fifth of the set¬ 
tlement will go to funding 
mitigation of the 109,000 
metric tons of methane 
released after the well 
blowout. The incident sent 
a sulfurous stench over 
the community of Porter 
Ranch, where residents 


complained ofheadaches, 
nausea, nose bleeds and 
othersymptoms 
The company has spent 
more than $1 billion relat¬ 
ed to the blowout with the 
majority of that going to 
temporarily relocate 8,000 
families, according to filings 
with the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission. The 
utility still faces more than 
385 lawsuits on behalf of 
48,000 people. 

Under the settlement, the 


utility agreed to pay up to 
$25 million to study long¬ 
term health consequenc¬ 
es; reimburse city, county 
and state governments for 
responding to the incident; 
and monitor chemicals in 
the air nearthe facility for 
eight years. Costs of the 
settlement can't be passed 
along to ratepayers. 

The mitigation part of the 
deal calls for the utility to 
pay $26.5 million toward 
technology that captures 


methane from lagoons of 
cow manure and pipes it 
into the natural gas supply 
chain to be used to fuel 
trucks that run on com¬ 
pressed natural gas. 

A coalition of environmen¬ 
tal groups criticized that 
decision as an inefficient 
way to absorb the meth¬ 
ane and said it would 
lead to larger and more 
concentrated dairies and 
lead to smoggierair in the 
already heavily polluted 
San Joaquin Valley while 
also creating more natural 
gas infrastructure at a time 
when cleaner alternatives 
are needed. 

They joined the chorus of 
residents directly affected 
by the blowout in calling 
for mitigation in the LosAn- 
gelesarea where there are 
plenty of sources where 
methane could be re¬ 
duced. 

"Fix what you broke where 
you broke it," said Phoebe 
Seaton of the Leadership 
Council forj ustice and Ac¬ 
countability. Representa- 
tivesfromthe attorney gen¬ 
eral's office and the Cali¬ 
fornia Air Resources Board 
would not comment in ad¬ 
vance of the hearing, but 
the airboard defended the 
settlement in a response to 
public comments filed in 
the courtcase.Q 


Trump Oig donates nearly $200k to cover foreign profits 


NEW YORK (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump's com¬ 
pany said on Mondaythat 
it donated nearly $200,000 
to the U.S. Treasury to make 
good on its promise two 
years ago to hand over 
profits from foreign govern¬ 
ments using its properties. 
The Trump Organization 
said a check for $191,538 
sent to Treasury repre¬ 
sents profits from embassy 
parties, hotel stays and 
other foreign government 
spending at its Washington 
hotel and other properties 
last year. The voluntary do¬ 
nation is up from $151,470 
sent a year ago to cover 
the president's first calen- 
daryearin office. 

Trump announced the do¬ 
nation plan before his in¬ 
auguration two years ago 


in response to criticism that 
in refusing to sell off his busi¬ 
ness, people would sus¬ 
pect his decisions in office 
would be influenced by 
spending at his properties 
and not necessarily reflect 
the public interest. 

Since then, Kuwait, the Phil¬ 
ippines and other foreign 
governments have thrown 
parties at his Washington 
hotel, and Trump hasbeen 
sued by good-government 
groups and others alleging 
he is violating the emolu¬ 
ments clauses of the Con¬ 
stitution by opening his 
doorto such business. 
Those clauses ban presi¬ 
dents from accepting gifts 
or payments from foreign 
or domestic governments 
without permission from 
Congress. 


The president's adult sons 
running the business have 
bristled at the charge they 
are profiting off the presi¬ 
dency. 

"Unlike any other luxury 
hospitality company, we 
do not market to or solicit 
foreign government busi¬ 
ness," said Eric Trump, an 
executive vice president 
of the Trump Organization. 
"In fact, we go to great 
lengths to discourage for¬ 
eign government patron¬ 
age at our properties." 

The company did not re¬ 
spond to requests for de¬ 
tail on how it has discour¬ 
aged foreign government 
spending. 

In addition to Treasury do¬ 
nations, Trump agreed not 
to strike any foreign deals 
for his business while in of¬ 


fice, and to hire an outside 
counsel to vet any domes¬ 
tic deals for possible con¬ 
flicts of interest. The Trump 
Organization has said 
that it has made 'tremen¬ 
dous sacrifices" by putting 
brakes on its business ex¬ 
pansion. 

Earlier this month, Eric 
Trump and his brother, 
Donald Jr., announced 
they were scrapping plans 
to roll out two new hotels 
chains in the U.S. due to 
intense media scrutiny and 
what it called a hostile po¬ 
litical environment. 

Donald Trump J r. on Mon¬ 
day told Fox News that 
Manhattan federal pros¬ 
ecutors investigating the 
president's inaugural com¬ 
mittee and family business 
were engaging in "Stalinist" 


tactics, where if they "mas¬ 
sage things enough," a 
crime can be found. 

The Treasury donations 
have been criticized by 
watchdog groups and 
Democrats as insufficient 
and shrouded in secrecy. 
Theysaythe moneydoesn't 
coverall of Trump's proper¬ 
ties, such as resorts, and its 
unclearhow the company 
is calculating profits 
Trump is facing two law¬ 
suits charging that he is 
violating the Constitution's 
emoluments provisions. 
The president's lawyers ar¬ 
gue that the framers of 
the Constitution's ban on 
foreign giftsand payments 
did not intend for it to in¬ 
clude such ordinary busi¬ 
ness transactions as hotel 
staysQ 
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Iowa diocese identifies 28 priestsacc used of a busing minors 


#, 

f 



This August 2010 photo provided by Reuben Ortiz, shows retiied Catholic priest Jerome Coyle in 
Albuqueique, N.M. 

Associated Press 


By RYAN j. FOLEY 
Associated Press 
IOWA CITY, Iowa (AP) — At 

least 28 priests are credibly 
accused of having sexu¬ 
ally abused more than 100 
boysand giriswhile working 
fora Roman Catholic dio¬ 
cese in Iowa, church offi¬ 
cials announced Monday. 
Ihe Diocese of Sioux City 
identified those 28 priests as 
it published a long-awaited 
list of those who have been 
the subject of credible al¬ 
legations of sexual abuse 
involving minors. 

Ihe list included about 5 
percent of the priests who 
have worked for the dio¬ 
cese at some point since 
its inception in 1902. A 29th 
priest has been accused 
but his name is being with¬ 
held pending an appeal to 
the Vatican. 

"Publishing this list is the be¬ 
ginning of a new chapterin 
the history of our diocese," 
said Bishop R. Walker Nick¬ 
less, who released the list 
at a news conference. 'We 
want it to usher in a climate 
of openness and transpar¬ 
ency, resulting in the pro¬ 
tection of our youth and 
accountability for clergy 
and church leaders" 

He said releasing informa¬ 
tion about the church's 
"shameful history" might 
help some victims heal 
while reopening old 
woundsforothers. 
Advocates for abuse vic¬ 
tims had long urged the 
diocese to release such a 
list, as two of Iowa's three 
other Roman Catholic dio¬ 
ceses have done. The dio¬ 
cese had promised to do 
so in November after an 
investigation by Ihe Associ¬ 
ated Press exposed its 32- 


year cover-up of the Rev. 
J erome Coyle, who had al¬ 
legedly confessed to abus¬ 
ing more than 50 boys over 
a 20-year period. 

The diocese, which oper¬ 
ates churches and schools 
throughout northwest¬ 
ern Iowa, urged victims 
to come forward at that 
time. Its review board has 
spent recent weeks review¬ 
ing files and weighing the 
credibility of allegations. 

The diocese said the al¬ 
leged abuse took place 
between 1948 and 1995 
and involved 106 individu¬ 
als who have come for¬ 
ward to make claims. Addi¬ 
tional complaints of abuse 
have been made more 
recently, but none have 
been deemed credible by 
police or a church review 


board, the diocese said. 
Attorney Levi Monagle, 
whose New Mexico law 
firm represents clergy 
abuse victims, said the re¬ 
lease of such lists is an im¬ 
portant gesture that usu¬ 
ally helpssome victims heal 
and inspires others to come 
forward. He praised Albu¬ 
querque resident Reuben 
Ortiz, who became aware 
of Coyle's abuse last year 
while the priest was liv¬ 
ing with Ortiz's family and 
made it public. 

Ortiz's disclosure prompted 
the diocese to move Coyle 
out of an Iowa retirement 
home where he was qui¬ 
etly living next to a Catho¬ 
lic school, and provided 
the "jolt to the status quo" 
that the diocese needed 
to finalize and release the 


long-discussed list, Mona¬ 
gle sa id. 

"It's tragic that it took so 
long for this information to 
come out," said Monagle, 
whose firm represents one 
man who was allegedly 
abused by Coyle decades 
ago. 

All but six of the priests on 
the list have died. Those 
who are still living are not 
involved in the ministry or 
active with youth, and 
have been stripped of their 
ability to celebrate mass 
or represent themselves as 
priests, the diocese said. 
One of the accused, John 
Perdue, 71, told the APthat 
his inclusion on the list was 
embarrassing but that he 
denies the allegation of 
abusing a boy in the 1980s 
The Iowa Court of Appeals 


in 2011 dismissed lawsuits 
filed against Perdue and 
another priest by two al¬ 
leged victims, ruling that 
the statute of limitations 
had expired. 

Diocese officials acknowl¬ 
edged the list is likely incom¬ 
plete because additional 
victims have not come for¬ 
ward. For instance, the dio¬ 
cese said that it was a ware 
of 13 victims of Coyle even 
though he allegedly con¬ 
fessed to abusing dozens 
more. 

The list included 39 victims 
of the Rev. George Mc- 
Fadden, whose abuse has 
long been documented 
and spawned an array of 
civil lawsuits, and 11 victims 
of the Rev. Peter Murphy. 
More than half of the iden¬ 
tified priests, however, only 
have one known accuser. 
The list does not include for¬ 
mer Sioux City Bishop Law¬ 
rence Soens even though 
he allegedly abused boys 
while he was a priest and 
principal. Soens, who re¬ 
tired as bishop in 1998, is 
not included on the list be¬ 
cause the allegations date 
to when he worked for a 
different diocese. 

The list also did not include 
a priest who was removed 
from the ministry in 2017 
after being accused of im¬ 
properly touching a girl's 
leg during confession, oran 
active priest who chased 
after an adult parishioner 
in 2013 while naked and 
yelling about raping her. 
Those cases didn't meet 
the criteria used by the re¬ 
view board, a spokeswom¬ 
an said. The diocese says 
it had paid $4.7 million in 
legal settlements to 58 indi¬ 
viduals since 2002.Q 
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Main UKopposition party takes step to back new Brexit vote 



British Prime Minister Theresa May, left; meets with European Commission ftesidentJean-Claude 
J uncker during a bilateral meeting on the sidelines ofan EU-Arab League summitatthe Shaim El 
Sheikh convention center in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt; Monday, Feb. 25, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By J ILL LAWLESS 
LORNECOOK 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Prime Min¬ 
ister Theresa May returned 
from a seemingly unpro¬ 
ductive meeting with Euro¬ 
pean Union leaders Mon¬ 
day to a growing attempt 
by British lawmakers to stop 
her from taking Britain out 
of the EUon March 29 with¬ 
out a divorce deal. 

With May and the EU at 
oddsovernot just how, but 
when Brexit should happen, 
her political opponents 
were getting increasingly 
desperate to take control 
of Britain's muddled depar¬ 
ture from the bloc. 

At an EU-Arab League sum¬ 
mit in Egypt, the EU wa med 
Britain itfacesthe prospect 
of delaying its planned 
March 29 departure orthe 
consequences of a cha¬ 
otic exit. European Council 
President Donald Tusk, who 
chairs meetings of EU na¬ 
tion leaders, said Monday it 
would be "rational"to post¬ 
pone Brexit day. 

May insisted she intendsfor 
Britain to leave as planned 
in a little more than a 
month. But her often divid¬ 
ed opponents may be co¬ 
alescing around a plan to 
prevent Britain crashing out 
of the EU with no agree¬ 
ment in place. 

The main opposition La¬ 
bour Party took a big step 
Monday toward backing 
a new referendum on the 
country's EU membership. 
The party has previously 
said it would support a ref¬ 
erendum as a last resort if 
it could not secure a new 
election or make changes 
to May's EU divorce deal. 
Britain's Parliament has so 
far rejected the deal struck 
between May's govern¬ 
ment and the bloc, and 
is due to hold a series of 
votes Wednesday on next 
steps in the Brexit process. 
Labour has proposed its 


own withdrawal plan asan 
alternative to the govem- 
ment'sdeal with the EU. The 
party said Monday it would 
back a second public vote 
if the House of Commons 
rejects its plan this week, as 
iswidely expected. 

Labour leaderj eremy Cor- 
byn said the party is com¬ 
mitted to "putting forward 
or supporting an amend¬ 
ment in favor of a public 
vote to prevent a damag¬ 
ing Tory Brexit being forced 
on the country." 

The party did not specify 
whatvotersmightbe asked 
to consider in any future 
vote, though it has previ¬ 
ously said the option of Brit¬ 
ain remaining an EU mem- 
berwould be included. 
Labour has previously said 
it would only support a sec¬ 
ond referendum as a last 
resort if it could not secure 
a new general election or 
make changes to May's di¬ 
vorce deal. 

The change in approach 


follows the resignations of 
nine Labour lawmakers last 
week, partly over the par¬ 
ty's failure to back another 
Brexit referendum. It is likely 
to cheer many party mem¬ 
bers, who have backed 
calls for a so-called "peo¬ 
ple's vote." 

While there is little chance 
of a second referendum 
taking place without the 
support of Labour, the path 
to another Brexit vote is far 
from clear. It would require 
the support of numerous 
lawmakers from the gov¬ 
erning Conservative Party, 
forexample. 

Since lawmakers rejected 
May's deal with the EU last 
month, the prime minister 
hassoughtto getchanges 
from Brussels on a provision 
forthe borderbetween the 
U.K.'s Northern Ireland and 
EU member Ireland. 

The mechanism, known 
as the backstop, is a safe¬ 
guard that would keep the 
U.K. in a customs union with 


the EUto remove the need 
for checks along the Irish 
border until a permanent 
new trading relationship is 
in place. 

May wants to revise the 
dealto reassure opponents 
from her Conservative Par¬ 
ty, as well as from a North¬ 
ern Ireland party that props 
up her minority govern¬ 
ment, the backstop would 
o nly a p p ly tempo ra rily. 

But EU leaders insist that the 
legally binding Brexit with¬ 
drawal agreement, which 
took a year and a half to 
negotiate, can't be re¬ 
opened. 

The impasse hasraised con¬ 
cerns that Britain will leave 
the EU without a deal, a 
scenario that would likely 
mean new tariffs on Brit¬ 
ish exports and serious dis¬ 
ruption to trade between 
the two sides. The Bank of 
England has warned that 
the British economy could 
shrink by 8 percent in the 
months after a disorderly 


Brexit. 

May has said a new vote 
on any revised Brexit deal 
won't be held this week 
and could come as late as 
March 12. 

A number of British law- 
maker5are seeking to wrest 
control of the process from 
the government and are 
looking to get support for 
an amendment that would 
require May to seek an ex¬ 
tension to the Brexit date if 
Parliament fails to back her 
deal. 

"I don't see how businesses 
can plan. I don't see how 
public services can plan, 
and I think it's just deeply 
damaging," Labour law- 
makerYvette Cooper, one 
of those behind the move, 
told the BBC. 

On Monday, the EU's Tusk 
warned that the chances 
of a withdrawal agreement 
being concluded in time 
are receding, and that 
sticking by the planned 
Brexit date would be too 
risky. 

"I believe that in the situa¬ 
tion we are in, an extension 
would be a rational solu¬ 
tion," Tusk told reporters at 
an EU-Arab League sum¬ 
mit in Egypt after ta Iks with 
May that he said included 
discussions over extending 
the Brexit process. 

May insisted a deal in time 
was still possible. 

"It is within our grasp to 
leave with a deal on 29th 
of March and I think that 
that is where all of our en¬ 
ergies should be focused," 
May said. 

She said that "any delay is 
a delay. It doesn't address 
the issue." 

Dutch Prime Minister Mark 
Rutte warned her against 
"sleepwalking" into a cha¬ 
otic Brexit next month. 

"It's absolutely unaccept¬ 
able. And I think your best 
friends have to warn you 
forthat," Rutte told the BBC. 
"Wake up. This is rea l.'Q 


Rakstan building collapse kills 2 in Kaiac hi, traps others 


Associated ness 
KARACHI, Pakistan (AP) 

— A Pakistani rescue offi¬ 
cial says at least two bod¬ 
ies have been recovered 
from a three-story building 
that collapsed in a suburb 


of the southern port city of 
Karachi. 

Mohammad Shaukat says 
the small residential build¬ 
ing collapsed as construc¬ 
tion work was underway 
next to it in the city's Malir 


neighborhood on Monday 
morning. Shaukat says four 
injured, including a woman 
and two children, have 
been rescued. He says res¬ 
cue workensand volunteers 
are searching for more 


people. The narrowness 
of the street is preventing 
them from bringing in more 
heavy equipment. 

Police officer Amir Farooqi 
says it's unclear how many 
were trapped but the 


building housed two fa mi- 
lies with a total of about 13 
people. Lack of implemen¬ 
tation of safety regulations 
and shoddy construction 
often cause such incidents 
in Pakistan. □ 
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Brand New, Central Location 
land: 475m 2 /5,113 FT 2 
Home: 180 m 2 / 1,937 Ft 3 

Afl 480.000 $270.000 


UN court: UK must end administration of C hagos Islands 



The Peace Palace, home ofthe International Court of J ustice, in 
the Hague, Netherlands, Monday, Feb. 25, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By MIKE CORDER 
IHE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — In a victory for a 
group of displaced Indian 
Ocean islanders, the Unit¬ 
ed Nations' highest court 
said Monday that Britain 
must end its administration 
of the C hag os islands "as 
rapid ly as possible." 

The International Court of 
J ustice ruled in an advisory 
opinion that is non-binding 
that Britain had unlawfully 
carved up Mauritius, which 
the Chagoswere a part of, 
when it agreed to end co¬ 
lonial rule in the late 1960s 
Ihe court's opinion, how¬ 
ever, carries weight since 
it came from the top U.N. 
court and could put signifi¬ 
cant pressure on London to 
act. 

The islands are currently 
known as the British Indian 
Ocean Territory. Britain has 


in the past paid compen¬ 
sation to islanders, but the 
court says that London now 
needs to go further. 

The U.K. government react¬ 
ed to the ruling by saying 
that it will look "carefully" 


at the ruling, while stress¬ 
ing that the court's view is 
"an advisory opinion, not a 
judgment." 

Britain evicted about 2,000 
people from the Chagos 
archipelago in the 1960s 


and 1970s so the U.S. mili¬ 
tary could build an airbase 
on Diego Garcia. Many re¬ 
settled in the U.K. and have 
fought in British courts to re¬ 
turn to the islands 
One of them was Olivier 
Bancoult, who said he and 
his family were forcibly 
moved to Mauritius when 
he wasjustfouryearsold. 
'Oh, I feel so happy today 
because it's a big victory 
against injustice done by 
the British government for 
many years," he said out¬ 
side court. 

"I am so lucky today and 
to have this opinion deliv¬ 
ered by the International 
Court of Justice — to say 
what has been done to us 
and what has been done 
to Mauritius is unlawful," he 
added. 

The court said itconcluded 
that even though Mauri¬ 


tius' government agreed to 
split off the Chagos islands 
shortly before the coun¬ 
try's 1968 independence, 
'this detachment was not 
based onthefree and gen¬ 
uine expression ofthe will of 
the people concerned." 
The court said thatitisup to 
the U.N. General Assembly 
to decide how to "ensure 
the completion of the de¬ 
colonization of Mauritius." 
The opinion was delivered 
by a majority of 13 of the 
court's 14 judges, with the 
U.S. judge, Joan E. Dono- 
ghue, dissenting. 

While the United States still 
has a military base on Di¬ 
ego Garcia, the court said 
that in its opinion "all mem- 
berstatesare underan ob¬ 
ligation to cooperate with 
the United Nations in order 
to complete the decoloni¬ 
zation of Mauritius.'0 


Ex-Rome mayorgelslife ban on public office forcomipfion 


ROME (AP) — A court in 
Italy's capital convicted 
a former Rome mayor of 
corruption and illegal fi¬ 
nancing Monday and sen¬ 
tenced him to six years in 
prison and a lifetime ban 
on holding public office. 
Prosecutors had alleged 
that far-right politician Gi¬ 
anni Alemanno received 
nearly 300,000 euros 
($345,000) in illegal financ¬ 


ing through a foundation 
he ran, thereby skirting po¬ 
litical party financing laws 
The court acquitted Ale¬ 
manno, who was elected 
Rome's mayor in 2008 and 
lost a 2013 re-election bid, 
of mafia association. 
Alemanno was allowed to 
remain free pending the 
outcome of any appeals. 
Leaving the courthouse, he 
told reporters that the "ver¬ 


dict is wrong. We'll surely 
appeal," and adding, "I'm 
innocent." 

Hiswasone ofseveralcases 
based on allegations that 
local mobsters created a 
Mafia-like clique to win lu¬ 
crative public contracts 
and other advantages in 
exchange for kickbacks to 
City Hall officials and ad¬ 
ministrators. 

Aspartofa sprawling inves¬ 


tigation the Italian media 
dubbed "Mafia Capital," 
prosecutors alleged they 
unearthed a well-oiled sys¬ 
tem of corruption that in¬ 
volved politicians from right 
to left. 

During Alemanno's trial, 
prosecutors alleged that 
suspected mobsters paid 
money to the foundation 
he ran to grease the way 
forcroniesto be appointed 


to top posts in municipal 
agencies, such as the one 
that oversaw trash collec¬ 
tion, Italian newspapers re¬ 
ported. 

The public contracts mob¬ 
sters allegedly were eager 
to infiltrate included those 
dealing with supplying food 
and other services for mi¬ 
grants who were rescued 
from smugglers' boats in 
the Mediterranean Sea.Q 
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Syria's Assad visits I tan in tare trip abroad 



In this photo released by the Syrian official nevus agency SANA, Syrian President Bashar Assad, 
left; shakes hands with Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, before their meeting in 
Tehran, Syria, Monday, Feb. 25, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By NASSER KARIMI 
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Syrian 
President Bashar Assad has 
made an unannounced 
trip to Iran, where he met 
with the supreme leader 
and other top officials to 
discuss the planned U.S. 
troop withdrawal and Tur¬ 
key's efforts to setup a buf¬ 
fer zone in northern Syria, 
state media reported Mon¬ 
day. 

Assad met with Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei and President 
Hassan Rouhani on the 
rare trip abroad — his third 
since the civil warbroke out 
in 2011. "The other two trips 
were to Russia. 

Tehran has given the Syr¬ 
ian government billions of 
dollars in aid and sent Iran- 
backed fighters to battle 
alongside his forces— assis¬ 
tance that, along with Rus¬ 
sian air power, has helped 
turn the tide in Assad's fa¬ 
vor. 

Syrian and Iranian media 
released photos showing 
Assad warmly embrac¬ 
ing Khamenei and shaking 
hands with Rouhani. The 
visit was not announced 
beforehand, and both 


countries made it public 
late Monday. 

Iran's semi-official Fans 
news agency said Khame¬ 
nei told the visiting Assad 
that 'the buffer zone that 
Americansare afterin Syria 


is among dangerous plots 
that should be rejected," 
and that the U.S. plan to 
maintain a presence in 
Syria near the Iraqi border 
"is another sample of their 
designs." 


U.S. President Donald Trump 
announced in December 
that all American forces 
would leave Syria, but he 
recently backtracked in 
the face of intense critic ism, 
saying about 200 soldiers 


would remain indefinitely 
to help keep the peace 
alongside Syrian partners 
and prevent a resurgence 
of the Islamic State group. 
U.S. officials said Trump's 
decision authorizing a small 
number of U.S. troops to 
stay is a key step in creat¬ 
ing a larger multinational 
observer force that would 
monitor a so-called safe 
zone along Syria's border 
with Turkey. The bufferzone 
is meant to prevent clashes 
between Turkey and U.S.- 
backed Kurdish forces. It is 
also aimed at preventing 
Assad's forces and Iran- 
backed fighters from seiz¬ 
ing more territory. 

Syrian officials have blast¬ 
ed Turkey's plans for such a 
safe zone, saying both Turk¬ 
ish and U.S. troops are oc¬ 
cupiers 

Assad accused the U.S. 
and its regional allies like 
Saudi Arabia of creating 
riftsamong various religious 
and ethnic groups in Syria, 
saying such efforts have 
backfired. 

'Today in Syria, Kurds and 
tribes have good relations 
with the government," he 
said, according to FarsO 


Egypts leadersays Europe cannot'teach us 1 about rights 



European Council Resident Donald Tusk, left; and Egypts Presi¬ 
dent Abdel-Rattah 0-Ssi, right; attend a round table meeting at 
an EU-Arab summit at the Sharm El Sheikh convention center in 
Sharm B Sheikh, Egypt; Sunday, Feb. 24, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By L0RNECOOK 
SHARM EL-SHEIKH, Egypt 
(AP) — Egyptian President 
Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi de¬ 
fended on Monday his 
country's widely-criticized 
human rights record and 
warned the nations of Eu¬ 
rope not to lecture the 
Arab world. 

In a fiery speech after a 
summit of European Union 
and Arab League leaders, 
el-Sissi said that Europe is 
prosperous and does not 
understand the concerns 
of many Arab countries 
that are struggling to pre¬ 
vent conflict from tearing 
them apart. 

'You are notgoing to teach 
us a bout humanity," he told 
re porters after the issue was 
raised at a news confer¬ 
ence. "We have our own 
sense of humanity, values 
and ethics, and you have 
yourown idea of humanity 
and ethics, and we respect 
it. Respect our values and 


ethics, aswe do yours" 

'This city, through one ter¬ 
rorist act, could be turned 
into a ghost city," el-Sissi 
said. Egypt's tourism in¬ 
dustry was hard hit after a 
bomb downed a Russian 
passenger plane flying out 
of Sharm el-Sheikh airport in 
2015. 

El-Sissi wasapplauded after 
his remarks, prompting Eu¬ 
ropean Council President 
Donald Tusk to say: "I really 
appreciate how enthusias¬ 
tic your media are. It's im¬ 
possible in Europe to have 
such a reaction. Congratu¬ 
lations." 

No concemsabout human 
rights in Egypt — or any 
of the other 48 countries 
— were raised publicly in 
Sha rm el-Sheikh, even a mid 
an unprecedented crack¬ 
down on dissent and a re¬ 
cent spike in executions. At 
least 15 people have been 
put to death this year. 

The summit statement 


made no general appeal 
for human rights to be re¬ 
spected. 

"No one in particulartalked 
about one country or an¬ 
other, or the practices in 
one country or another," 
Arab League Secretary 
General Ahmed Aboul 


Gheittold reporters. 

But European Commission 
President Jean-Claude 
Juncker insisted that "it is 
not true that we did not 
talk about human rights." 
Juncker said the issue was 
raised behind closed doors 
in bilateral meetings be¬ 


tween leaders But he did 
not name any country. 

The meeting, held under 
tight security, was offered 
by the Europea ns to el-Sissi 
in Octoberin part to secure 
Egypt's help to stop people 
seeking sanctuary or jobs in 
Europe from leaving north¬ 
ern Africa. 

A similar summit was grant¬ 
ed to Turkish President Re- 
cep Tayyip Erdogan in 2015 
— then later billions in aid 
for refugees in Turkey and 
other incentives — to per¬ 
suade him to help halt the 
flow of well over a million 
migrants into Europe. 

Mired in a deep politi¬ 
cal crisis over their inabil¬ 
ity to stem migrant arrivals 
or share the burden with 
countries like Greece, Italy 
and Spain, the Europeans 
want the Egyptian coast¬ 
guard to patrol the waters 
off lawless Ubya and take 
migrants back to the Afri¬ 
can ma inland.O 
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Vietnam vows 'maximum level 1 sec urity for Trump-Kim summit 



Vietnamese soldiers stand guard at the entrance to Dong Dang train station where North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Uh is expected to arrive at the boidertown with China, in Dong Dang, lang Son 
province, Vietnam, Monday, Feb. 25, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By ROSIER KLUG 
Associated Press 
HANOI, Vietnam (AP) 

With North Korean leader 
KimJ ong Un on an armored 
train barreling through 
China toward Vietnam's 
capital, and U.S. President 
Donald Trump en route to 
Hanoi, Vietnamese officials 
scrambled Mondaytofinish 
preparations for a rushed 
summit that will capture 
global attention. 

Officials in Hanoi said they 
had about 10 days to pre¬ 
pare for the summit — 
much less than the nearly 
two months they said Sin- 
gapore was given for the 
first Trump-Kirn meeting last 
year— but still vowed to 
provide airtight security for 
the two leaders. 

'Security will be at the max¬ 
imum level," Vietnamese 
Deputy Minister of Foreign 
AffairsLe HoaiTrung told re¬ 
porters at a briefing meant 
to showcase the nation's 
efforts to welcome Kim and 
Trump. 

Another official, Nguyen 
Manh Hung, the leader of 
the information ministry, 
said the 3,000 journalists 
from 40countriesexpected 
in Hanoi could rely on his 
agency as "you'd counton 
a family member." 

The world will be watch¬ 
ing asTrump and Kim deal 
with one of Asia's biggest 
security challenges: North 
Korea's pursuit of a nuclear 
program thatstandson the 
verge of viably threatening 
any target on the planet. 
Although many experts a re 
skeptical that Kim will give 
up the nukes he likely sees 
as his best guarantee of 
continued rule, there wasa 
palpable, camival-like ex¬ 
citement among many in 
Hanoi asthe final prepara- 


tionswere put in place. 
T-shirts were being sold 
bearing Kim's face along 
with the phrase "Rocket 
Man," a nod to the insult¬ 
ing nickname Trump gave 
Kim in 2017, when North 
Korean weapons tests and 
back-and-forth threats by 
the leaders had many fear¬ 
ing war. Kindergarteners 
dressed in traditional Kore¬ 
an Hanbokwere practicing 
songs meant to welcome 
Kim. Grinning tourists were 
posing in front of the hun¬ 
dreds of U.S. and North Ko¬ 
rean flags a round the city. 
"The ultra-tight security will 
be appreciated by North 
Korean authorities, who are 
extremely vigilant about 
the safety of Kim, the third 
member of his family to 
rule the North with abso¬ 
lute power. Kim's decision 
to take a train, not a plane, 
may have been influenced 
by better ability to control 


security. When Kim flew 
to Singapore, North Korea 
borrowed a Chinese plane. 
Vietnam is eager to show 
off its huge economic and 
development improve¬ 
ments since the destruc¬ 
tion of the Vietnam War, 
but the country also toler¬ 
ates no dissent and is able 
to provide the kind of firm 
hand not allowed by more 
democratic potential hosts 
Take the reaction to two 
men impersonating Kim 
and Trump who'd been 
posing for pictures with cu¬ 
rious onlookers ahead of 
the summit. 

Last week, the Kim looka- 
like, whose name is Lee 
Howard Ho Wun, posted 
on Fa c ebook that a bout 15 
police or immigration offi- 
cersdemanded a manda¬ 
tory "interview" and threat¬ 
ened him with deportation. 
He said officials later told 
him that his visa was invalid 


and he had to leave the 
country. 

"I feel a little bit annoyed," 
the Hong Kong-based im¬ 
personator, who uses the 
name Howard X, said a she 
checked out of his hotel. 
"But what is to be expected 
of a one-party state with no 
sense of humor?" 

Vietnam has also an¬ 
nounced an unprece¬ 
dented traffic ban along 
a possible a nival route for 
Kim. The Communist Par¬ 
ty's Nhan Dan newspaper 
quoted the Roads Depart¬ 
mentassaying the ban will 
affect the 169-kilometer 
(105-mile) stretch of High¬ 
way One from Dong Dang, 
on the border with China, 
to Hanoi. 

Hundreds of sold iers guard¬ 
ed the area near the Dong 
Dang railway station on 
Monday ahead of Kim's 
expected a nival. Kim may 
get off his train in Dong 


Dang and finish his journey 
to Hanoi by car. 

"Dong Dang station will 
receive leader Kim Jong 
Un's train, after it passes 
the Vietnam-China border, 
starting his official visit to 
Vietnam and attend USA- 
DPRK summit," Vietnam's 
Government Office said in 
a statement. DPRKisan ab¬ 
breviation of North Korea's 
official name, the Demo¬ 
cratic People's Republic of 
Korea. 

There are high expecta¬ 
tions for the Hanoi summit 
after a vague declaration 
at the first meeting in J une 
in Singapore that disap¬ 
pointed many. 

In a meeting with senior 
aides in Seoul, South Ko¬ 
rean President Moon Jae- 
in said Monday that the 
Trump-Kirn talks would be 
a critical opportunity to 
achieve peace on the Ko¬ 
rean Peninsula. 

Moon, who met Kim three 
times last yea rand has lob¬ 
bied hard to revive nuclear 
diplomacy between the 
U.S. and North Korea, is 
eager for a breakthrough 
that would allow him to 
push ambitious plans for 
inter-Korean engagement, 
including lucrative joint 
economic projectsthatare 
held back by U.S.-led sanc¬ 
tions a gainst the North. 

"If President Trump suc¬ 
ceeds in dissolving the 
world's last remaining Cold 
War rivalry, it will become 
yet a nother great feat that 
will be indelibly recorded in 
world history,"Moon said. 
U.S. Sec reta ry of State M ike 
Pompeo said on "Fox News 
Sunday" that he was hop¬ 
ing fora "substantive step 
forward." He cautioned, 
"it may not happen, but I 
hope that it will.'□ 
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Cellphone intemetaccessbringing changeslastto Cuba 



A man holds his phone showing the app "Sube,"a ride-hailing appforthe aging American sedans 
on the sheets of Havana, in Havana, Cuba, Thursday, Feb. 21,2019. 

Associated Press 


By ANDREA RODRIGUEZ 
HAVANA (AP) — Aftera tor¬ 
nado slammed Havana in 
late J anuary, Mijail Ramirez 
complained on Twitterthat 
authorities were threaten¬ 
ing to evict him from his 
damaged home. A week 
later he said the govern¬ 
ment had changed its 
mind and would help him 
rebuild the house. 

Jorge Luis Leon used the 
official Twitter account of 
a Cuban vice president to 
request that hospital wait¬ 
ing rooms have seating 
for family members, while 
a group of young people 
launched "Sube," a ride- 
hailing app for the aging 
American sedans that ply 
the streets of Ha va na. 

In the 2 1/2 months since 
Cuba allowed its citi¬ 
zens internet access via 
cellphones, fast-moving 
changes are subtle but 
palpable as Cubans chal¬ 
lenge government officials 
online, post photos of filthy 
schoolbathroomsand drag 
whatwasone ofthe world's 
least-connected countries 
into the digital age. Com¬ 
munist authorities, in turn, 
are having to learn how to 
deal with more visible pres¬ 
sure coming from outside 
of party-controlled popular 
and neighborhood com¬ 
mittees 

"Life has changed," said 
Alberto Cabrera, 25, who 
is part of the team that 
developed the Sube app. 


'You see it when you walk 
down the street. The other 
day, looking from the roof 
of my house I could see 
that a neighbor had mo¬ 
bile internet service, as did 
the person in front and the 
person beyond him. You 
neversaw that before." 

In the first 40 days after 
Dec. 6, when people could 
start buying internet ac¬ 
cess packages for 3G ser¬ 
vice, 1.8 million Cubans on 
this island of 11 million pur¬ 
chased the services. A gov¬ 
ernment report last week 
said about 6.4 million resi¬ 
dents use the internet and 
social networks. 

Previously, nearly all Cu¬ 


bans could use mobile 
phones to link only to their 
state-run email accounts 
unless they connected to 
the internet at a limited 
number of government- 
sponsored Wi-Fi spots 
'We are in a process of 
learning about how to use 
the data" packages, said 
Claudia Cuevas, 26, a uni¬ 
versity professor and mem¬ 
ber of the Sube team. "Be¬ 
fore you went to the park 
(with Wi-Fi zones) once a 
weekto communicate with 
your family." 

The history of the inter¬ 
net in Cuba has been rife 
with tensions and suspi¬ 
cions since it began in the 


1990s Cuba's government 
accused Washington of 
blocking its access to the 
fiber optical cables near 
the island, forcing it to use 
an expensive and slow sat¬ 
ellite service. It was only in 
2011 that Cuba got access 
to a submarine cable with 
the help of Venezuela. And 
it wasn't until 2015 that the 
general population gained 
access through the open¬ 
ing of Wi-Fi points in hun- 
dredsof parks. 

Critics of the communist 
government said it resisted 
giving Cuba ns free access 
to the internet because it 
feared a free inflow of infor¬ 
mation. Government sup¬ 


porters said it was fighting 
efforts by Washington to 
undermine Cuba'scommu- 
nist system and revolution. 
"For a while, the internet 
generated fearamong Cu¬ 
ba's leadersand there was 
a long wait," said Harold 
Cardenas, a pro-revolu¬ 
tionary blogger and Cuba 
specialist who now resides 
in the United States. "It was 
collateral damage from 
the dynamics of the Cold 
War prolonged in Cuba for 
decades" 

Cardenas said that what 
Cuba can expect is "more 
citizen participation, incor¬ 
poration into global digital 
trends and challenges for 
the new president." 

People questioned by The 
Associated Press agreed 
that using the internet has 
become more practical 
since the recent arrival of 
cellphone access. Cubans 
are moving from state tele¬ 
phone company ETECSA 
to WhatsApp, searching for 
information on the internet 
and reaching out to gov¬ 
ernment officials through 
Facebookand Twitter. 

Julio Aguirre Lusson, 25, a 
DJ who ha shad a YouTube 
channel called TecnoLike- 
Cuba for a year, says he 
has noticed the impact. 
"Previously, the country with 
the most subscribers to my 
channel ... was Spain, fol¬ 
lowed by the United States, 
and Cuba third. Now the 
highest number are Cu¬ 
bans," he said. 

Aguirre said, however, that 
there are still many limita- 
tionsfrom both outside and 
inside Cuba. For example, 
there are obstacles fac¬ 
ing local developers who 
want to enter their prod¬ 
ucts in places like Google 
Play store. And in Cuba, 
developersface a paralysis 
in the delivery of operating 
licenses so they can work 
within a legal framework. 
Cuban President Miguel Di- 
az-Canel opened a Twitter 
account prior to Decem¬ 
ber and recently ordered 
all his ministers and senior 
leaders to do the same. But 
many of them only retweet 
official messages or pro¬ 
paganda slogans without 
providing their own con¬ 
tent or answering citizens' 
questions.O 


1 month after Brazil dam collapse, 
stricter rules passed 



In this J an. 28, 2019 file photo, firefighters prepare a body to be 
lifted away by a helicopter, after pulling the dead person from 
the mud days aftera dam collapse in Bmmadinho, Brazil. 

Associated Press 


Associated ness 

RIO DEJANEIRO (AP) — The Brazilian state of 
Minas Gerais is banning the type of dam that 
collapsed a month ago, leading to the death 
of at least 179 people. 

The bill was signed Monday by Minas Gerais 
Gov. Romeu 7e ma even as recovery teams 
continued looking for 131 people still missing 
from the collapse in the city of Brumadinho. 
The legislation gives companies 90 days to 
present plans to substitute the dams within 
three years. 

A similar bill was introduced in 2016 following 
the rupture of another upstream tailings dam 
that killed 19 people. That proposal by state 
leg isla to r J oao Vito r Xavier did n't pass. 

Xavier says the staggering death toll in Bru¬ 
madinho woke lawmakers up to the dangers 
of mining dams.Q 
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ORANJ ES1AD- Last Friday the Foun¬ 
dation for the Mentally disabled 
'Sdchting Verstandelijk Gehandi- 
capten Aruba' (SVGA) celebrated 
their carnival party for the 19th 
consecutive year at the Renais¬ 
sance Aruba Resort; which is now 


part of VUind Creek Hospitality. A 
total of 325 people including chil¬ 
dren, adultsand coaches took part 
in this celebration. Renaissance 
Conventon Center took cate of the 
decorations and catering for the 
party. 


Renaissance Aruba Resort hosts traditional 
Carnival party for the mentally disabled 


"Every year we take time to cel¬ 
ebrate with the children and this 
year was no exception", says Mr. 
Gielen, General Manager of the 
Renaissance Aruba Resort & Ca¬ 
sino and Wind Creek Hospitality. 
"We believe in inclusion." Ibis is the 
19th year in which the foundation 
SVGA celebrates at the Renais¬ 
sance with all their clients singing 
and dancing without making dis¬ 
tinction. This is a good example for 
the entire community. 

Mr. Gielen also received a special 
gift from the foundation as thank 
you for the support they have re¬ 
ceived forall these years. O 


The Aruba Tourism Authority honor loyal visitors on the island 

ORANJ ES1AD — Recently, Kimberley Rich¬ 
ardson of the Aruba Tourism Authority had 
the great pleasure to honor Aruba's loyal 
and friendly visitors as Distinguished Visitor. 

The Distinguished visitor certificate is pre¬ 
sented on behalf of the Minister of Tourism, 
as a token of appreciation to the guests 
who visit Aruba 10 yea rs a nd mote consec¬ 
utively. 

The honorees were the lovely couple Wil¬ 
liam and Nicola Kale together with Dylan 
Vanco all from USA! 

These wonderful people stated that they 
love the island very much, especially for 
the year-round sunny weather, nice sandy 
beaches, its safety, the delicious variety of 
foods and Aruba'swarm and friendly peo¬ 
ple. 


Ms. Richardson togetherwith the represen¬ 
tatives of the Renaissance Ocean Suites 
presented the certificate to the honorees, 
and also handed over some presents and 
thanked them for choosing Aruba as their 
favorite vacation destination and as their 
home away from homeO 
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The Caquetiosof Cayciba, Rock island agno ceramists. 
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Episode VII: 

Dabauioid pottery 

As mentioned in our last episode, we call these Ceramic Amerindians, 
after the specific style of their pottery and their anagogic or mystical 
ceramic decorations. Such pottery wasexcavated the fiistby archae¬ 
ologists near Da bajuro, a city and municipality in Southwestern Falcon 
State of Venezuelan mainland. VUhich gave the Latinized name to dis¬ 
tinguish it's handsome and well elaborated pottery as can be seen 
exposed in our Archaeological Museum in Oranjestad, the peart of 
ourcapitalcity. 



Pic 1. Dabajuroide ceramic decorations 


Another important category is formed by the very large vessels. These 
have been found in association with burials, but most probably they were 
also used intensively in every -day- life to store large quantitiesof liquids, 
seeds and roots. All pots and vessels a re formed by hand (no use of pot¬ 
ter's wheel) in a coiling technique, "fhe clay is tempered with crushed 
quartz pa rticlesThe largersize vessels demonstrate the mastery and Excel¬ 
lency of the Dabajuro potters: it is difficult to fire such a large vessel in a 
simple oven: assoon astemperature differencesdevelop within the oven, 
such vessels will crack. 

The decorated pottery is thinner and of a very fine quality. Two main 
decoration techniques have been used: painted designs and applique 
modeling.The painted partsare mainly darkerascompared to the lighter- 
background or color of the vessel. Colors as brown, reddish brown, red 
and black were used. The otherdecoration technique is modeling, rang¬ 
ing from simple motifs a scorruga ted rims, extra applique ringsaround the 




rim of the vessel, to complicated 
ones such as interpreting styl¬ 
ized animal heads, such as frogs, 
bats, birds, turtles etc. Also human 
heads, anthropomorphic effigy- 
vessels and complete stylized ani- 
malswhere produced. It isevident 
that pottery was very important 
forthe Amerindian of the Ceram¬ 
ic Period. It was not only used for 
different daily uses, as mentioned 
above, but it also was used in 
burial practices, agro-religious as 
well asshamanic ceremonies. We 
conclude from this evidence that 
it had a very important place in 
the preparation of food and the 
ritual, symbolic, and religious life 
ofthe Dabajuroids 

Caquetio ceramic sites 

The ceramic period's sites of the 
Island are distinguished from other 
groups by the occurrence of pot¬ 
tery shreds in a vast quantity and 
the structural architecture of their 
dwellings. The criteria are to be 
precise which sites a re Pre-ceram¬ 
ic and how to distinguish these 
from the Agro-ceramic tribe's 
sites. In spite of these problems 
58 sites in total have been classi¬ 
fied asCeramic Period sites. In the 
number of sites that had an open 
hearth burning during the Ce¬ 
ramic period (ca 1000-1515 AD). 
While probably2 stone exploita¬ 
tion sites were perhaps also used 
bythe Pre-ceramic Period people 
which should be included in this 
time frame, and 6 sites that have 
Ceramic Period and Colonial arti¬ 
facts. The Iatter6are also consid¬ 
ered as Colonial Amerindian Pe¬ 
riod sites Predominant within the 
archaeological record are three 
sites: Tanki Flip inland East Aruba, 
Santa Cruz inland Central Aruba 
and Savaneta at coastal South- 
West Aruba. These sites a re situat¬ 


ed more orlesson one straight line 
to each other within a distance 
of 6.8 km between Tanki flip and 
Santa Cruz and 8 km respectively 
between St. Cruz and Savaneta. 
Surface findings and excavation 
production in the subsoil of these 
sites suggest that all three were 
large, permanently inhabited vil¬ 
lages for considerable periods of 
times. 

Large-scale excavationsbetween 
1974and 1976 yielded hundreds 
of postholes and otherfeaturesat 
Santa Cruzand Savaneta, respec¬ 
tively 5000 postholes and other 
features. Tanki Flip site wasexca¬ 
vated in 1995; excavations in the 
north part of th is site resulted in the 
find of larger oval structures and 
smallerround ones. Such quantity 
of posthole concentrations sug¬ 
gest long periods of permanent 
inhabitation. 

These are the three large villages, 
and only 2 sites a re classified in the 
medium category: Tanki Lender 
and Parkietenbos-west. The ex¬ 
tent and density of finds is con¬ 
siderable but less than the three 
earlier discussed sites They are 
interpreted as permanent settle¬ 
ments for at least some decades 
by a not very small population. 
Parkietenbos-W is an exception 
within the group of 5 large/rela¬ 
tively large terrains This site only 
yielded undecorated, relatively 
coarse pottery up to now. All 
four other terrains evidenced ap¬ 
preciable quantities of Dabajuro 
decorated pottery. 

If you have liked our stories we 
recommend you to follow us next 
week forthe following episode or 
book your personal Etnia Nativa 
experience and take it home with 
you.Q 










































WDM 


LOCAL I * 15 


TUESDAY 26 FEBRUARY 2019 


Join the Flayers' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY - Guaranteed! 



CASINO AND 


Earn DOUBLE POINTS 
all day long! 

Use your Players' Club card to play 
our slots from 1 Oam to 4am and 
well DOUBLE your points! 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway 1 Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'R CUBA I Bijoux Terner Boutique | R-Giass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spo | The Collectables 


tj'i ->life 1 yi* * t - 

!? 53 Open daily)Cam to 4am I ).E. Irausquin Blvd #4? . 

ran rru\f\ * - iL L 


Aruba ManiottComplex Names New General Manager 


PALM BEACH — Karen Chastain 
has been named General Man- 
agerof the Aruba Marriott Com¬ 
plex. In her new role, Chastain 
is responsible for providing stra¬ 
tegic management of opera¬ 
tions at Aruba Marriott Resort & 
Stellaris Casino, Marriott Aruba 
Surf Club, and Maniott Aruba 
Ocean Club. 

Chastain brings with her more 
than two decades of senior 
leadership experience with the 
Marriott brand and hasheld nu¬ 
merous general manager posi¬ 
tions at Maniott hotels across 
the United States, most recently 
at Fort Lauderdale Marriott Har- 
borBeach Resortand Spa, FL 

"I've been fortunate enough to 
work on both coasts of the US 
with M a rriott, and c a n't wa it to 
see what the vibrant island of 
Aruba and the Maniott Com¬ 
plex have in store," said Chas¬ 
tain. "In addition to taking the 
helm at one of Marriott's most 
prominent Caribbean proper¬ 
ties, I look forward to immers¬ 
ing myself in the local culture 


to build lasting and mutually 
beneficial relationships with the 
community." 

Chastain has a strong back¬ 
ground in financial leadership 
and a proven track record in 
sales, management and oper¬ 
ations She is passionate about 
staff development and is highly 
focused on ensuring guest sat¬ 
isfaction. 

Chastain is a graduate of Ball 
State University, and holdsa B.S. 
in accounting. 

AboutAiuba Maniott 

Aruba Marriott Resort & Stellaris 
Casino opened its door in 1995 
and boasts 414 guestrooms. 
In 1999 the Marriott's Aruba 
Ocean Club opened its door 
with 311 guestrooms and in 2004 
Marriott's Aruba Surf Club was 
opened with 900 guestrooms. 
The Aruba Maniott family con¬ 
sists of about 1100 associates 
The Aruba Maniott Complex 
is the largest in the Caribbean 
in terms of total guestrooms as 
well total employees^ 
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WIN! 

A SUPER CAR I 


AHL;BA'S V-;rsf [ i r, v ■ ■ V i CAHNO BPtKEXa 


THE CASINO AT 
THE RITZ-CARLTON 

ASK! 

VIP DESK AT 527-2276/77 


Aruba to Me 


ORANJ ES1AD - V\fe would like to por- 
traityou! By inviting you to send us your 
favorite vacation picture while enjoy¬ 
ing our Happy Island. Complete the 

sentence: Aruba to me is. Send 

your picture with that text (including 
your name and where you ate from) 
to: new 9 aarubatoday.c 0 m and we will 
publish your vacation memory. 

Isn't that a special way to keep your 
best moments alive? Please do note: 
By submitting photos, text or any other 
materials, you give permission to Ihe 
Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean 
Speed Printers and any of its affiliated 
companies to use said materials, as 
well as names, likeness, etc. forpromo- 
tional purposes without compensation. 

Last but not least: check out our web¬ 
site and Facebook page! Thank you 
for supporting our free newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy readerev- 
ery day again. 


For today's newspaper we received 
a great picture from: 

Greg &J ackie Berry from 
New Hampshire. They 
wrote: 


Aruba to us is.. 
Friendly Iguana's at 
Tropic ana Resort 


The lovely couple hasbeen 
coming to the island since 
1995 and considerAruba their 
Paradise.a 



Bohemian Restaurant: Check In Please 



PALM BEACH - Avant- 
garde from France, non¬ 
conformist in style and eth¬ 
nic in cuisine. That is what 
the new kid in town isabout 
and WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
they even top the eclec¬ 
tic vibe with live Flamenco 
singer Angela Baidez. Bo¬ 


hemian Restaurant is a dif¬ 
ferent swing, European flair 
and outside dining, a place 
from the same ownerasthe 
fbryearsalready successful 
Casa Tua restaurants. They 
know their dance well, but 
this time they lift it to a dif¬ 
ferent level. 


From 8 PM tomorrow night 
Spanish Paella and much 
more is on the menu, of 
course with pairing wines 
The beautiful garden of 
Bohemian will be filled with 
lights, good food and live 
music in an intimate, hip 
and offbeat ambiance. 
Catchy Rumba Gitana and 
dramatic Spanish ballads 
combine with the passion¬ 
ately prepared dishes to 
tickle yourtaste budsto the 
max. Bohemian Restaurant 
is located on the comer of 
Barcelo Resort in the center 
of the hi-rise frenzy. 

Free Parking available at 
the parking lot in front of 
Barcelo Resort. 

Make your reservations 
through their website: 
https://bo hernia na rub a. 
com. Call them at 00 297 
280 8448. Facebook: Bohe¬ 
mian. □ 
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South Africa's runner Caster 
Semenya, current 800-meter 
Olympic gold medalist and 
world champion, arrives for 
the first day of her hearing at 
the international Court of Arbi¬ 
tration for Sporty CAS, in Lau¬ 
sanne, Switzerland, Monday, 
Feb. 18, 2019. 

Associated Piess 

Slowing 


Semenya 
would 
diminish 
her sport 

By JOHN LEICESTER 
PARIS (AP) — In a Swiss 
court last week, the gov¬ 
erning body of track 
fought to slow some ath¬ 
letes down. 

Yup, a sports organization 
that celebrates human 
speed and which talks pa¬ 
ternalistic ally about "em¬ 
powering girls and wom¬ 
en," a Iso argues that some 
women athletes are so 
naturally advantaged that 
they must be rendered less 
athletic. 

Ihe IAAF, which governs 
track and field globally, 
dresses this aim in com¬ 
passionate language and 
seeming sporting logic. It 
talks of "levelling the play¬ 
ing field" for women and 
wanting 'to ensure fair and 
meaningful competition." 

Continued on Rage 22 



Knic ksshoc ki 

t 


BA re Gp id 


San Antonio Spurs guards Ratty Mills (8) and DeMarDeRozan (10) watch New York Knic ks center Mite hell Robinson (26) dunksdur- 
ing the second half of an NBA basketball game in New York, Sunday, Feb. 24,2019. Ihe Knic ks defeated the Spurs 130-118, avoiding 
tying an NBA record for home losses. 

Associated Press 
Rage 19 
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New NASCAR 
rules package gets 
early passing grade 


By J ENNA FRYER 
APAuto Racing WHber 
HAMPTON, Ga. (AP) — The 

verdict is still out on NAS- 
CAR's new competition 
package following its in¬ 
nocuous debut at Atlanta 
MotorSpeedway. 

The race was not the best 
in NASCAR history, nor was 
it unwatchable. 

It was, if nothing else, bet¬ 
ter than last year's race at 
Atlanta and that is a win for 
NASCAR right now. Series 
officials finally conceded 
last season that the on- 
track product wasfailing to 
attract new fa ns and need¬ 
ed an overhaul. 

The result was a package 
that reduced horsepower 
and increased downforce, 
efforts to bring the cars 
closer together and pres¬ 
ent more passing opportu¬ 
nities. What that actually 
meant on the track was a 
mystery before Sunday's 
race at Atlanta, won by 
Brad Keselowski following 
his brief bout with a stom¬ 
ach virus. 

The trouble with the debut 
is that Atlanta is unlike any 
other intermediate track in 
NASCAR and the asphalt 
on the 1.54-mile quad-oval 
isthe oldest in the series. "Fhe 
track is rough and bumpy, 
passing is always difficult 


and the racing is not likely 
to be replicated again this 
season. 

So Atla nta wa s rea lly just a 
sneak peek of what NAS 
CAR hopes will dramatical¬ 
ly improve over its upcom¬ 
ing three-week West Coast 
swing. 

"I'd have to say a solid B. 
No one gets an A on their 
first exam, I don't think," 
winning team owner Roger 
Penske said. 

From hisva ntage point high 
above the track on the 
spotter stand, Penske said, 
he twice watched J oey Lo- 
gano pick his way through 
traffic to the front of the 
pack. He saw drivers using 
the preferred top lane slip 
to the bottom going into 
Turn 2 and stay there down 
the straightaway, and the 
cars generally just seemed 
undercontrol. 

'You didn't see any ac¬ 
cidents, which maybe 
the fans like that, but I 
thought overall the pack¬ 
age showed well," Penske 
said. "It wasn't a crash-fest, 
which everybody said it 
was going to be potential¬ 
ly. It looks like there's a lot 
of equal cars running out 
there. It's going to come 
up to the drivers and the 
strategy, which is what we 
want." 



Roger Federer of Switzeiiand returns the ball to Philipp Kohlsch- 
reiber of Geimany during their match at the Dubai Duty Free 
Tennis Championship, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Monday, 
Feb. 25, 2019. 

Associated Ftess 


DUBAI, United Arab Emir- er's latest attempt to win his 
ates (AP) — Roger Feder- 100th ATP singles title made 




Brad Keselowski leadsa rowofcaisasthey come through the ftontsbetch during a Monster Ener¬ 
gy NASCARCup Series auto race atAtlanta MotorSpeedway, Sunday, Feb. 24,2019, in Hampton, 
Ga. Keselowski won the race. 

Associated ness 


The Atlanta race was bet¬ 
ter than it had been the 
last several years because 
the leader did not pull out 
to an enormous and un- 
catchable gap. 

The 25 lead changes were 
more than the last three 
Atlanta races and Martin 
TruexJ r. was in a legitimate 
chase for the lead in the 
closing laps. Truex lost to 
Keselowski by 0.21 of a sec¬ 
ond, but even Keselowski 
admitted he wouldn't have 
been able to hold off Truex 
if the race had been any 
longer. 

Restarts bunched the field 
and led to drivers fanning 
out three- and four-wide as 
they jockeyed for position. 
Eventually they ended up 
in a single-file line, as isthe 
norm atAtlanta and many 


other intermediate tracks, 
but Kyle Larson and Kevin 
Harvick managed to trade 
the lead several times in a 
spirited battle at the mid¬ 
way point ofthe race. 
NASCAR was pleased with 
Sunday's show. Chief rac¬ 
ing development offer 
Steve O'Donnell declared 
it a "a fairly entertaining 
race." 

But everyone understood 
that this weekend's race at 
Las Vegas will be a closer 
indicatorof how the racing 
will be this year. 

"When you looked at this 
race going in, I think for us, 
this was the biggest ques¬ 
tion markasto how itwould 
play out," O'Donnell said. 
"Ultimately, we wanted 
cars to run closer together, 
we wanted a battle to play 


out for the lead at times, 
which we saw during the 
race. Some things certainly 
to work on, but ultimately 
I think it was the direction 
where we wanted to go." 
NASCAR will use a com¬ 
plete version of the rules 
package in Las Vegas, 
where featured aero ducts 
will likely encourage draft¬ 
ing. It could make LasVe- 
gaslooka bit like the crash- 
filled Daytona 500, where 
pack racing leadsto spec¬ 
tacular multi-caraccidents 
thatalwayschange the dy¬ 
namic ofa race. 

Teams won't have a clear 
idea for weeks on how to 
attack this rules package 
because the next three 
racesare at wildly different 
venues that present their 
own challenges. □ 


Federer wins in Dubai to 
begin latest bid for 100th title 


a shaky start at the Dubai 
Championships where he 
overcame Philipp Kohlsch- 
reiber6-4, 3-6, 6-1 on Mon¬ 
day. 

Federer entered the first- 
round match with a 13-0 re¬ 
cord against the German, 
and broke in the first game 
to run through the first set. 
But Kohlschreiber forced a 
third set between them for 
only the third time. In that 
set, Federerforced an error 
to break for 2-0 and held, 
and cruised home. 

"(My thinking was to) just 
somehow get through. 


Somehow try not to lose," 
Federer said. "I'm very 
pleased I was able to find 
a way. I actually played 
a really good third set, I 
thought." 

Federerwon his99th tourti- 
tle in October in Basel, and 
his bid for the 100th has 
ended so far in two semifi¬ 
nals, then the fourth round 
ofthe Australian Open. 
Next up for him is Fernando 
Verdasco, the 2017 Dubai 
runner-up to Andy Mur¬ 
ray. Verdasco beat Italian 
qualifier Thomas Fabbiano 
3-6, 6-3, 6-2. 


The two other seeds in ac¬ 
tion beside Federerlost. 
Nikolaz Basilashvili, the 
highest-ranked Georgian 
in ATP history at No. 19, up¬ 
set fourth-seeded Karen 
Khachanov of Russia 6-4, 
6-1, and Jan-Lennard Struff 
of Germany spoiled sev¬ 
enth-seeded Milos Raonic's 
Dubai debut 6-4, 5-7, 6-4. 
Basilashvili will play for a 
spot in the quarterfinals 
against defending cham¬ 
pion Roberto Bautista Agut 
of Spain, who beat Indian 
wild card Ramkumar Ra- 
manathan 6-4, 6-3.Q 
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KnicksbeatSpuisto end 18-game home losing sbeak 


New York Knicks guard Dennis Srnith J r. (5) lends off San Antonio Spurs guard DeMa r DeRoza n (10) 
during the second half of an NBA basketball game in New York, Sunday, Feb. 24> 2019. 

Associated Press 


By BRIAN MAHONEY 
AP Basketball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — This 
Broadway smash even 
made newson Hollywood's 
big night. 

Hey, when the Knicks win 
a home game, Spike Lee 
needsto know. Even if he's 
across the country at the 
Academy Awards, busy 
getting his own big victory. 
So when the Knicks 
snapped their franchise-re- 
cord losing streak at Madi¬ 
son Square Garden at 18 
games by beating the San 
Antonio Spurs 130-118 on 
Sunday night, actor Samu- 
elLJackson made the an- 
nouncementfrom on stage 
to Lee . Lee wa s in the a ud i- 
ence on the night he won 
the award for best adapt¬ 
ed screenplay for "BlacK- 
kKlansman," but for so long 
sat courtside when the 
Knicks used to win home 
games. 

"It's major," guard Dennis 
Smith Jr said after his first 
home victory asa Knick. 
'We've been having our 
fanscome outand support 
every night and haven't 
won here since Dec. 1. I 
wasn't part of that one, so 
I'm glad that we could get 
it tonight and just give the 
fa ns something to see." 


Damyean Dotson scored 
27 points, and Smith, Kevin 
Knox and Emmanuel Mu- 
diay all had 19. Smith had 
13 assists and Knox had 10 
boards, while rookie Mitch¬ 
ell Robinson finished with 
15 points, 14 rebounds and 
five blocked shots. 

Coach David Fizdale said 
the Knicks never talked 
about their home skid, 
which began after a vic¬ 
tory over Milwaukee. 

'They get over it, they get 
back to work," he said. 
"And at some point you 
know the basketball gods 
will look out for you when 
you're doing that." 

DeMar DeRozan had 32 
points and nine rebounds 
for the Spurs, who fell to 
1-6 on their trip that ends 
Monday night in Brooklyn. 
LaMarcus Aldridge scored 
18 points, but was limited 
to just 13 minutes through 
three quarters because of 
foul trouble. 

The Spurs came in as the 
NBA's best 3-point shooting 
team but were just 6 for 24 
behind the arc,fartoo poor 
to make up fora dismal de¬ 
fensive effort that had the 
Knicks wearing out the rims 
with slam dunks and shoot¬ 
ing 51 percent. 

Coach Gregg Popovich 


credited his reserves for 
getting the Spurs back into 
the game in the second 
half, but the hole was too 
big. 

'That group gets credit for 
playing and doing their 
job the way they should," 
he said. "Other than that, 
it was a pathetic perfor¬ 
mance defensively, but the 
Knicks had something to 
do with it." The Spurs were 
so off early that they didn't 
even make one of their 


baskets Knox and Smith 
both went for the rebound 
of Aldridge's miss with no 
Spursaround and knocked 
it into the basket, with Al¬ 
dridge getting creditforthe 
field goal. The Knicks led by 
nine at halftime and then 
started to run the Spurs off 
the floor in the third quar¬ 
ter. Pushing the pace and 
getting some easy dunks 
on lobs, they opened a 90- 
67advantage on a 3-point- 
erby Dotson. The Spurs had 


to call three timeouts in the 
period — two at the same 
time when they couldn't 
get the ball in afterthe first 
one — and were still down 
19 with just over 2 minutes 
left in the period. 

They scored the final eight 
to cut it to 94-83 entering 
the fourth, but whenever 
they seemed to have any 
momentum, they would 
throw the ball away, allow 
an offensive rebound or 
commit a foul to stall. □ 



Towns returns to Wolves lineup after ha mowing highway crash 



In this Wednesday, J an. 30, 2019 file photo, Minnesota "limber- 
woIves' Karl-Anthony Towns playsagainstthe Memphis Grizzlies 
in an NBA basketball game in Minneapolis 

Associated Press 


By DAVE CAMPBELL 
AP Sports Writer 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Ka ri- 

Anthony Towns was in the 
passenger seat on his way 
to meet the Minnesota Tim- 
berwolves at the airport 
when a semitruck slammed 


into the backofthe vehicle 
at what he estimated was 
between 35 and 45 mph. 
As soon as the medical 
exam confirmed the injuries 
were minor, the two-time 
All-Star center quickly be¬ 
gan thinking about wheth- 


erhe could still join his team 
in time for the next game. 
He knew he was fortunate, 
though, to have escaped 
the crash at a II. 

"I'd say I had a 5 percent 
chance of making it out 
alive," Towns said Monday 
before Minnesota's game 
against Sacramento. He 
added: "I probably should 
not have made it out like I 
did, but I'm glad I did." 

As a re the Timberwolves, of 
course, and hisfamily. 

'You obviously want to 
make sure KATthe person is 
taken care of,"coach Ryan 
Saunders said, confirm¬ 
ing that Towns would play 
against the Kings. 'That's 
definitely put ahead ofKAT 
the basketball player." 
Assistant strength and con¬ 
ditioning coach Kurt Jo¬ 
seph was driving Thursday 
when he had to make a 


hard stop on Interstate 
35W in Minneapolis to ac¬ 
count for an accident in 
front of them. Towns said 
he recalled J oseph looking 
"stone-faced"while remark¬ 
ing that the semitruck he 
saw in the rearview mirror 
was not slowing down. 

"If I don't have that seat- 
belt," Towns told reporters, 
"I'm going right through the 
windshield." 

Towns declined an ambu¬ 
lance ride at the scene. 
He acknowledged down¬ 
playing the doctohsadvice 
upon departure from the 
hospital to take it easy, im¬ 
mediately contacting the 
fimberwolvesabouta com¬ 
mercial itinerary that could 
get him to New York in time 
to play Friday against the 
Knicks Towns called his sis¬ 
ter with the news, opting to 
send his pa rents a text mes¬ 


sage to avoid exposure to 
their anxiety about hiscon- 
dition. 

He exhibited some con- 
cussion-like symptoms, so 
perleague protocol, Towns 
was held out of that game 
and again Saturday at Mil¬ 
waukee. That ended his 
streak of 303 consecutive 
games started, the longest 
to startan NBA careersince 
1970-71. 

Being present at the arena 
was ultimately more impor¬ 
tant to Towns than resting 
on hisown. 

"I'm not a guy to stay back 
to watch them work. I want 
to be there in person. I want 
to high-five them com¬ 
ing off the court. I want to 
scream for them. I want 
to do everything I possibly 
can to be the best cheer¬ 
leader I can possibly be," 
Towns said .Q 
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Da lias beats Chic ago; Mats ZUc care llo injured inStaisdebut 



Dallas Slats center Jason Spezza (90) shoots the winning goal past Chicago Hac khawks goal- 
tender Cam Ward (30) during the thiid period of an NHL hoc key game Sunday, Feb. 24, 2019, in 
Chicago. 

Associated Ftess 


By The Assoc iated ness 
CHICAGO (AP) — Jason 
Spezza broke a tie on a 
5-on-3 power play midway 
through the third period 
and the Dallas Stars beat 
the Chicago Blackhawks 
4-3 on Sunday after blow¬ 
ing a three-goal lead. 
Spezza took Alexander 
Radulov's feed across the 
crease and tapped the 
puck past goalie Cam 
Ward. 

The victory was overshad¬ 
owed by the loss of Mats 
Zuccarello with what he 
thought was a broken right 
arm in his first game with 
Dallas. Acquired from the 
New York Rangers on Satur¬ 
day, ZUccarello had a goal 
and assist, but leftaftertwo 
periods and is expected to 
be sidelined at least four 
weeks. 

Radulov and Radek Faksa 
also scored and Anton 
Khudobin made 44 saves 
for the Stars, fighting fora 
wild-card playoff spot in 
the Western Conference. 
Chicago star Patrick Kane 
washeld offthe scoresheet, 
ending his points streak 
at 20 games. Chris Kunitz, 
Drake Caggiula and Jona- 
than Toewstied it for Blac k- 
hawksaftertheyfell behind 


3-0 early in the second pe¬ 
riod. 

COYOTES4JE151 

GLENDALE, Ariz. (AP) — 
Lawson Crouse scored the 
go-ahead goal in the sec¬ 
ond period and Arizona 
beatWinnipeg afterretiring 
the No. 19 jersey of former 
captain Shane Doan. 


Brad Richardson, Clayton 
Keller and Josh Archibald 
also scored forthe Coyotes 
Alex Goligoski added two 
assistsand Darcy Kuemper 
stopped 34 shots, sending 
the Central Division lead¬ 
ers to their fourth loss in five 
games. 

The Coyotes kept pace in 


the Western Conference 
playoff race, winning their 
third straight game and 
fourth in five. They a re three 
points behind Minnesota 
forthe second wild card. 
Patrik Laine scored early 
before Winnipeg was shut 
out for almost 58 minutes. 
Laurent Brossoit made 20 


saves 

A sellout crowd was on 
hand to see Doan's No. 19 
raised to the rafters at Gila 
River Arena before a game 
that matched the two 
teams he played forduring 
his 21 seasons in the NHL 
CAPITALS6, RANGERS5, OT 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Evg¬ 
eny Kuznetsov scored at 
4:20 of overtime, just beat¬ 
ing teammate Alex Ovech¬ 
kin to the puck, and Wash¬ 
ington beat New York in its 
return from its longest road 
trip this season. 

Nicklas Backstrom scored 
his 14th and 15th goals of 
the season and the sec¬ 
ond-place Capitals moved 
within two points of the 
Metropolitan Division-lead¬ 
ing New York Islanders. 

Tom Wilson added his 17th 
goal, and Nic Dowd and 
Michal Kempny also scored 
forWashington. 

Rangers defenseman 
Brady Skjei scored multiple 
goals for the first time in his 
career, his second tying 
the game with 31 seconds 
remaining in regulation. 
Chris Kreider added his 
26th, J immy Vesey contrib¬ 
uted his 15th, and Vladislav 
Namestnikov also scored 
for New YorkO 


Blue J ackets keep adding, not subtracting, at trade deadline 



New Jersey Devils goa Render Keith Kinkaid (1) makes a save in 
the second period of an NHL hoc key game againstthe St Louis 
Blues, Tuesday, Feb. 12, 2019, in St Louis. 

Associated Press 


By JOHN WAWROW 
AP Hockey Writer 

The Columbus Blue J ackets 
showed they are all in for 
this season by continuing to 
add talentatthe NHL trade 
deadline. 

The Central Division-lead¬ 
ing Winnipeg J ets tried to 
give themselves a late- 


season boost by acquiring 
center Kevin Hayes from 
the New York Rangers on 
Monday, while the Colo¬ 
rado Avalanche picked 
up forward Derick Brassard 
from Florida. 

All three teams were busy, 
but more trades were ex¬ 
pected to be announced 


later Monday. Among the 
players who were expect¬ 
ed to move were Ottawa's 
Mark Stone and Philadel¬ 
phia's Wayne Simmonds 
The Blue J ackets grabbed 
the day's early headlines 
by acquiring defenseman 
Adam McQuaid from the 
New York Rangers and 
goalie Keith Kinkaid from 
New J ersey. General man¬ 
ager Jarmo Kekalainen 
actually went to work last 
week by acquiring Ottawa 
forwards Ryan Dzingel and 
Matt Duchene in separate 
deals. 

"I think J anno — and that's 
what I love about him — I 
think he's got some jam. 
He wants to win," coach 
John Tortorella said. "He's 
letting the team know, and 
the team has heard it loud 
and clear, thathe'sworked 
hard to upgrade ourroster." 
The Blue Jackets altered 
initial expectations in being 


buyers rather than sellers at 
the deadline. Aside from 
their additions, the Blue 
Jackets retained forward 
Artemi Panarin and goalie 
Sergei Bobrovsky, two play¬ 
ers eligible to become un¬ 
restricted free agents this 
summer. 

The additions come at 
a time the Blue Jackets 
have won seven of 10 and 
jumped into third place of 
the Metropolitan Division 
standings, a pointahead of 
Pittsburgh, which is current¬ 
ly out of the playoff picture. 
The Jets acquired Hayes 
by sending forward Bren¬ 
dan Lemieux and a first- 
round pick to the retooling 
Rangers. Hayeshastopped 
40 points in four of his five 
NHL seasons, and is initially 
projected to take over the 
second-line center spot 
alongside Patrik Laine. 

"It's obviously tough to 
leave New York, but I'm 


excited to join the Jets," 
Hayes said. "I mean, ev¬ 
erybody knows how good 
they are and the type of 
players they have on their 
team." 

With 78 points, Winnipeg 
has a one-point edge on 
second-place Nashville in 
the Central Division, and 
attempting to shake off 
a slump in which the Jets 
have gone 3-5-2 in their 
past 10. 

The Avalanche acquired 
Brassard in a bid to keep 
pace in a tightly packed 
group of tea ms competing 
forthe West'stwo wild-card 
spots. Colorado began the 
day in ninth place with 65 
points, one point behind 
Minnesota and two back 
of Dallas. 

Brassard is a 12-year-veter- 
an who is switching teams 
forthe second time in three 
weeks after being dealt to 
Florida by PittsburghO 
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Pelican Adventures 


Celebrating our 30th 
anniversary with YOU! 


£ 


special of the week: Sunset & Dinner Cruise 


CncKudes snacks, open Bar, Caribbean music, after 2 hours of Sunset Cruise you will enjoy a 3 course Dinner at our 
Pelican Nest Restaurant on the Sea h spectacular view* professional service, Freshly made dishes to spoil your senses. 



Visit us at Casa del Mar. Flays Linda, Holiday Inn Concierge/lobby desk/beach huts, RIU Hut between Antilla & (J 


Palace Hotel on the beach, or at our own Pelican Pier located between the Holiday Inn & Plays Linda Resort. 

For reservations call 587-2302 (Mon-Sun) Or booh online akniniirMi.nBtiGan-aruba.com 


is 


All eyes on Kikuc hi 
during his spring 
debut for Ma tine is 



Seattle Mariners' Yusei Kikuc hi during the second inning ofa spring training baseball game against 
the Cincinnati Reds, Monday, Feb. 25, 2019, in Peoria, Ariz. 

Associated Press 


By DM BOOTH 
AP Sports Writer 
PEORIA, Ariz. (AP) — Yu¬ 
sei Kikuc hi felt the nerves 
Monday that would nor¬ 
mally accompany taking 
the mound in front of tens 
of thousands of fans in a 
major ballpark, not the few 
thousand who showed up 
fora spring training game 
in the desert. 

"I've been pitching in Ja¬ 
pan for the last nine years 
and I wanted to test what I 
wasdoing injapanagainst 
major league hitters and 
I wanted to see how they 
reacted," Kikuc hi said 
through an interpreter. "So 
I was really kind of excited 
and also nervous about 
that." 

Kikuchi made his debut for 
the Seattle Mariners throw¬ 
ing two innings against the 
Cincinnati Reds in a start 
that featured a little bit of 
everything, from moments 
of dominance to Kikuchi 
working out of a jam. 

The Mariners were pleased 
with what they saw. 

"He had a little nerves, no 
doubt about it, but fastball 
was really good, he was up 
to 95 (mph), the breaking 
pitches we know are out¬ 
standing. Thought he han¬ 
dled it really, really well," Se¬ 
attle managerScott Servais 
said. "He's going to take a 
little time to get his routine. 
You saw him throwing out¬ 
side the dugout before, 
there's a few adjustments 
there, but really happy for 
him getting that first outing 
under his belt." 

Kikuc hi's most notable 
at-bat was his lone strike¬ 
out, when he tied up Joey 
Votto on a deceptive 2-2 
curveball that left the vet¬ 
eran sluggerwaving unsuc¬ 


cessfully. While Kikuchi has 
a fastball in the mid-90s, his 
breaking pitches and the 
ability to hide the ball in his 
windup add to the chal- 
lengesoffacing the lefty. 
"It's spring training and 
I'm sure he's tuning up his 
swing as well but to strike 
out someone the caliberof 
Joey Votto, a hitter of that 
caliber, I'm really happy 
about the result of today," 
Kikuchi said. 

The rest of the outing 
forced Kikuchi to do a little 
bit of everything. He had 
to scamper off the mound 
to cover first base on a 
groundout by Yasiel Puig. 
He faced the challenge of 
traffic on the bases after a 
rough second inning that 
featured a lea doff walk, 
two errors and giving up 
two runs — although both 
were unearned. 

Kikuchi threw 29 pitches 
with 19 strikes, the first step 
in a transitional season. 
'Obviously, when you're up 
on the mound you want to 
shut them down one, two, 
three when you're up there 
but after I let some guys on 
today I think I was able to 
keep my pitch count low 
and get some double play 
ballsso I'm happy with what 
I did," Kikuchi said. 

One of the biggest ad¬ 
justments will be Kikuc hi's 
pregame routine. Servais 
noted Kikuchi was on the 
field nearly an hour before 
first pitch and still figuring 
out the timing led to Kiku¬ 
chi playing catch in front of 
the dugout several minutes 
before the team took the 
field. 

'What we wanted to do is 
let him go through his nor¬ 
mal routine," Servais said. 
"He was out here prob¬ 


ably 50, 55 minutes before 
the game started. "That's 
what he normally does and 
overtime, that's why we've 
got the four, five outings 
through spring to tighten 
up that routine and as the 
season goes on it will be a 
learning curve for him as 
well." 

The first outing for Kikuchi 
was documented from all 
angles by Asian photog¬ 


raphers following his every 
move, from his warmup in 
the bullpen to the scrum af- 
terhisouting with dozensof 
reporters. 

Seattle wants to limit Ki- 
kuchi's innings during the 
regular season and make 
the first-year transition from 
pitching inJ apan lessardu- 
ous. But the Mariners also 
need to build up Kikuchi 
so he is ready to take on a 


starter's load when his in- 
ningswon'tbe limited. 
Kikuchi said he had n't been 
told what comes next, but 
he's likely to get his second 
start sometime this week¬ 
end. 

"It's my first sta rt a nd I felt re- 
allygood throwing the ball. 
Going into the game I was 
a little nervous, obviously, 
but it ended up well," Kiku¬ 
chi said .□ 























Germany's Francesco Friedrich, Candy Bauer, Martin Groth- 
kopp and Ihoisten Margis celebrate their first-place finish in the 
Ibur-man World Cup bobsled event in Calgary, Alberta, Sunday, 
Feb. 24, 2019. 


Friedrich takes 
four-man World 
C up bobsled title 


CALGARY, Alberta (AP) — 

Francesco Friedrich and 
Germany came up with 
a fitting end to the World 
Cup bobsled season. 
Friedrich clinched the four- 
man season champion¬ 
ship, adding that to his 
two-man title won earlier 
in the weekend, and led 
a German sweep on the 
1988 Olympic track Sun¬ 
day. Nico Walther drove 
to the silver and Johannes 
Lochnerwon the bronze. 
Friedrich finished the four- 
man season standings with 
1,727 points. Latvia's 0ska rs 
Kibermanis was second 
with 1,616 points and Loch- 
nertookthind with 1,605. 
Out of the 16 two-and four- 
man bobsled races on the 


World Cup circuit this sea¬ 
son, Friedrich won 15 med¬ 
als — 13 golds, one silver 
and one bronze. Counting 
women's bobsled as well, 
Germany won 21 of 24 
World Cup races this sea¬ 
son and claimed 44 of the 
possible 72 medals overall. 
Geoffrey Gadbois and 
Hunter Church had the 
two U.S. sleds in the field 
Sunday, finishing 17th and 
18th respectively. Codie 
Bascue finished the season 
asthe top U.S. driver in the 
four-man standings, plac¬ 
ing 16th. The bobsled and 
skeleton circuits now head 
to Whistler, British Columbia 
for the world champion¬ 
ships that will be held over 
the next two weekends.Q 
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In this file photo dated Sunday, Sept 9,2018, C aster Semenya of South Africa crosses the finish line 
to win the women's 800 meters for Africa, at the IAAF track and field Continental Cup in Ostrava, 
Czech Republic. 


CASTER SEMENYA 
Continued from Rage 17 

But it would involve chemi¬ 
cally hobbling some ath¬ 
letes, or persuading them 
to step aside. 

Women like Caster Seme¬ 
nya, the two-time Olympic 
champion over 800 meters 
who is standing up to the 
lAAFatthe Court of Arbitra¬ 
tion for Sport. 

The IAAF rules target wom¬ 
en with rare intersex con¬ 
ditions, also called differ¬ 
ences of sex development 
(DSD), which give them 
uncommonly high levels 
of naturally occurring tes¬ 
tosterone. Testosterone's 
strength-building proper¬ 
ties were at the center of 
the debate at the CAS this 
week. 

If the IAAF wins, Semenya 
and other women would 
face a dilemma: Agree to 
blunt their natural strengths 
or give up a world-class 
running career in all inter¬ 
national events from 400 
meters to a mile. 

Our way, the highway, or 
race against men. 

The IAAF says the solution 
for DSD athletes who ex¬ 
ceed its proposed testos¬ 
terone limit — applicable 
only in women's events, by 
the way — could be assim- 
ple asa daily pill. 

'The treatment to reduce 
testosterone levels is a hor¬ 
mone supplement similar 
to the contraceptive pill 
taken by millions of women 
around the world. No ath¬ 
lete will be forced to un¬ 
dergo surgery," the lAAF's 


health and science direc¬ 
tor, Stephane Bermon, as¬ 
sured when the governing 
body published the latest 
iteration of its testosterone 
rules for DSD athletes last 
April. 

Yet a big difference is that 
these women wouldn't be 
freely medicating to avoid 
pregnancy, but because 
they otherwise wouldn't 
be allowed to run in the 
affected events, which 
include Semenya's signa¬ 
ture 800-meter race, at the 
Olympics, world champion- 
shipsand Diamond League 
events 

And the IAAF process 
wasn't so simple for a 
coach who worked with an 
affected athlete who com¬ 
peted at the Rio Olympics. 
The coach discussed her 
ordeal in detail at the time 
with The Associated Press , 
on condition they both not 
be identified to preserve 
her privacy. The coach's 
account and IAAF corre¬ 
spondence on the case 
obtained by the AP lifted 
the veil on the difficult de¬ 
cisions that would still be 
shrouded in secrecy, osten¬ 
sibly for reasons of athlete 
privacy, under the lAAF's 
since revised rules. 

The woman's coach said 
the treatment prescribed 
to her for what the IAAF 
described as "abnormally 
high" testosterone levels 
caused weight-gain and 
side effects, including mak¬ 
ing hersmell "awful," sweaty 
and dirty, even though she 
stayed clean and wore de- 


odorantand perfume. 

But her desire to compete 
was overwhelming. 

'5he said, 'Since I love this 
sport, I'll take the medi¬ 
cine,"'the coach said. 

He said the process was 
months-long and involved 
trips to foreign clinics 
for tests. He also said he 
helped talk her out of irre¬ 
versible surgery thatwasof- 
fered asan alternative, tell¬ 
ing hen "We can't take this 
risk; cut things off that God 
gave you." 

All this just to run. 

In what smacks of fear- 
mongering, the IAAF paints 
a doomsday picture of 
women's elite middle-dis¬ 
tance running collapsing 
without its proposed rules, 
saying: 'We risk losing the 
next generation of female 
athletes, since they will see 
no path to success in our 
sport." 

But where's the solid evi¬ 
dence? In Semenya's 
native South Africa and 
around the world, many 
fanssee herasa heroine. 
How many more women 
would be impacted if the 
rules are upheld isn't clear. 
According to a previous 
CAS ruling there were 
more than 30 such cases 
under the previous IAAF 
regulations that the court 
suspended in 2015, follow¬ 
ing a challenge from Indi¬ 
an runner Dutee Chand. 
The court did so because 
it wasn't convinced that 
testosterone gives DSD 
women a significant perfor¬ 
mance boostO 
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Innovations allow NHLto stage outdoor games almost anywhere 



An insulated taip covets the ice ahead of the NHL Winter Classic hockey game between the Pitls- 
buigh Penguins and Philadelphia Ryers, in Philadelphia, Ihutsday, Feb. 21, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By STEPHEN WHYNO 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Dan 

Craig sleeps maybe four 
hours a night leading up 
to outdoor games. He only 
goesoutto dinnerbecause 
he can check the status of 
the ice on his phone. 

'Your mind's always going," 
said Craig, the NHL's vice 
president of facilities op¬ 
erations. 

After staging outdoor 
games in a deep freeze 
(Edmonton) and summer- 
like warmth (Los Angeles), 
the NHL seems capable of 
taking hockey outside just 
about anywhere in the U.S. 
and Canada knowing the 
ice will be almost as good 
asthe sheets found inside. 
When the Flyers host the 
Penguins on Saturday 
night, it will be the 27th NHL 
outdoor game since 2003. 
Next season's Winter Clas¬ 
sic is at the Cotton Bowl in 
Dallas, where the average 
high onJ an. 1 is56degrees 
(13.3 Celsius). 

No worries, hoc key fa ns 
'We put the parameters 
out there as into what we 
feel the challenges a re go¬ 
ing to be at a certain cli¬ 
mate in a certain area and 
this is what we're going to 
run up against,"said Craig, 
who hasworked all but two 
outdoor games. "And if we 
have to go to get differ¬ 
ent equipment, we go get 
different equipment. If we 
need more staff, we just go 
get more qualified people 
to come in and give us a 
ha nd to ma ke sure that ev¬ 
erything works the way it's 
supposed to." 

Weather is the biggest 
hurdle that can't be con¬ 
trolled. It is instead man¬ 
aged by Craig, his son 
Mike, seniorfacilitiesopera- 
tions manager Derek King 
and the 100-person crews 
that work each game. As 
he sat on the boardsfhurs- 
day at Lincoln Financial 
Field, Craig pointed to the 
sky and acknowledged 
the swirling wind was on his 
mind. 

Still, improved technology 
and techniques learned 
overthe past 15 years have 
helped perfectthe science 
and execution of making 
and maintaining outdoor 
ice. 

"It seems like they've 


streamlined the process so 
they know how to react 
and how to handle differ¬ 
ent elements," said Flyers 
winger J ames van Riems- 
dyk, a veteran of five out¬ 
door games. "For the last 
few that I've been in, it's 
all been pretty good. ... If 
you can startwith that, that 
leadstoa betterproductin 
the game." 

It starts with a 53-foot re¬ 
frigeration truck that feeds 
coolant into aluminum 
trays set up on the field, 
and while indoor facilities 
have ice typically an inch 
or so deep, outdoor rinks 
go beyond 2 inchesto pro¬ 
tect the surface from the 
elements. Smaller Smbo- 
nis have less impact on the 
ice, and covering the sur¬ 
face with heat-reflecting 
insulation tarps helps. Ihe 
ice can be monitored with 
sensors that provide real¬ 
time readings to a smart¬ 
phone app. 

The ideal ice temperature 
is 22 degrees (-5.5 Celsius), 
but a II was fine in Denver in 
2016 when the air temper¬ 
ature was 65 (18.3 Celsius) 
because officials can just 
turn the A/C up. 

'When we're monitoring 
the air temperature we'll 
just make the sheet colder," 
King said. "If we can keep 
it in the in the mid-40s, it 
would be great. But we've 
got a lot of control. ... We 
have a lot of control of the 
truck, so we can manipu¬ 
late our temperatures on 


the sheet with the air tem¬ 
perature." 

Craig remembers the 2014 
Winter Classic at Michigan 
Stadium in Ann Arbor: "The 
snow shoveling started at 
5 a.m. and never really 
stopped. The sun has been 
just as big an impediment 
— it delayed the 2012 Win¬ 
ter Classic in Philadelphia 
because the glare was 
considered a danger to 
players. The ice at the 2011 
Heritage Classic in Calgary 
had to be covered be¬ 
cause it was so cold there 
were worries the surface 
would crack, the most 
concerned Craig has ever 
been. 

The tarps with air bubbles 
inside became a mainstay 
beginning in 2014 at Dodg¬ 
er Stadium to combat the 
Southern California sun as 
temperatures soared to al¬ 
most 80 (26.7 Celsius) in the 
days before the game. 

"Sun wasa huge issue forus 
in just the temperature on 
the ice, so we kind of came 
up with a system of how to 
cover the ice and reflect 
that sun," King said. 'We still 
use those same ideas any¬ 
where we go." 

The Dodger Stadium expe¬ 
rience showed the NHL's 
ice crew it could adapt 
to just about any situation. 
Previous weather dilem¬ 
ma s a Iso ta ug ht C ra ig a nd 
his staff they couldn't just 
leave snow on the ice like 
so many nature-made rinks 
in cold climates, which paid 


dividendsthisweekin Phila¬ 
delphia when snow turned 
to sleet and then rain. 
"Everybody's looking at 
us like, 'Why don't you just 
leave the snow?' Well, it's 
going to cause us 18 hours 
of work if we don't get the 
snow off, like, right now," 
Craig said. "(If) it happened 
to rain, the top is going to 
freeze and then the bot¬ 
tom isgoing to be nice and 
soft. Well, no. Where we 
were, itjustgoesallthe way 


through and then it freezes 
to the bottom. Those are 
the types of things that we 
have learned over time: 
how to manage the dif¬ 
ferent circumstances that 
were put into." 

There are three more out¬ 
door games next season — 
in Regina, Saskatchewan, 
Dallas and the Air Force 
Academy in Colorado — 
and trips to Nashville and 
maybe even Las Vegas 
could be coming some¬ 
day. 

Craig doesn't see any chal¬ 
lenge astoo daunting and 
he is focused on giving 
players an unforgettable 
experience. 

'They step out there for the 
first time and they do about 
three laps around and the 
grins and their eyes are 
just phenomenal," he said. 
'They've always been in or¬ 
ganized hockey, they've al¬ 
ways been indoors, they've 
always traveled and all 
of a sudden they get their 
chance. That's when you 
see the guys and you just 
see them, they're beaming 
because this the first time, 
they're getting paid for it, 
they're playing a game 
that they love and they're 
playing it outdoors where 
we sta rted 
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C hina's Huawei unveils 5G phone with folding sc teen 



Huawei CEO Richaid Yu displays the new Huawei Mate X foldable 5G smartphone atthe Mobile 
World Congress, in Barcelona, Spain, Sunday, Feb. 24, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By KELVIN CHAN 
AP Business Reporter 
BARCELONA, Spain (AP) — 

China's Huawei unveiled a 
new folding-screen phone 
on Sunday, joining the lat¬ 
est trend for bendable de¬ 
vices as it challenges the 
global smartphone mar¬ 
ket's dominant players, Ap¬ 
ple and Samsung. 

Huawei revealed its Mate X 
phone on the eve of MWC 
Barcelona, a four-day 
showcase of mobile devic¬ 
es, asthe company battles 
U.S. a negations it is a cyber¬ 
security risk. 

The device can be used on 
superfast next-generation 
mobile networks that are 
due to come online in the 
coming years. 

Device makers are look¬ 
ing to folding screens as 
the industry's next big thing 
to help them break out of 
an innovation malaise, al¬ 
though most analysts think 
the market is limited, at 
least in the early days 
The Mate X is the answerto 
a question Huawei faced 
as it sought to satisfy smart¬ 
phone users' demands for 
bigger screens and longer 
battery life, said Richard 
Yu, CEO of its consumer 
businessgroup. 

"How can we bring the 
more big innovation to 
this smartphone industry?" 


Yu said at a glitzy media 
launch. 

Ihe Mate X will sell for2,299 
euros ($2,600) when it goes 
on sale by midyear. That's 
even more than Samsung's 
recently revealed Gal¬ 


axy Fold, priced at nearly 

$ 2 , 000 . 

The Mate X's screen wraps 
around the outside so us¬ 
ers can still view it when it's 
closed, unlike the Galaxy 
Fold, which has a screen 
that folds shut. Unfolded, 
the Mate X's screen is 8 
inches diagonally, making 
it the size of a sma II ta blet. 
Yu said Huawei engineers 
spent three years work¬ 
ing on the device's hinge, 
which doesn't leave a gap 
when shut. 

"No matter how innova¬ 
tive and technology-ad¬ 
vanced the new device is, 
it will take a lot more time 
for a critical mass of con¬ 
sumers to experience the 
benefitsoffoldable phones 
and 5G technology," For¬ 
rester analyst Thomas Hus- 
son said. Huawei still "hasto 
find its own brand voice to 
differentiate from Samsung 
and Apple and stop act¬ 
ing as a technology chal¬ 
lenger." 

Huawei Technologies is try¬ 
ing to raise its profile in the 
fiercely competitive smart¬ 
phone market. Almost ev¬ 
eryone with a smartphone 
has heard of Apple and 


Samsung, the top device 
makers, and Google, the 
power behind Android's 
pervasive software. 

Huawei, a Chinese com¬ 
pany with a name many 
people in the West don't 
know how to pronounce 
(it's "HWA-way"), wants to 
join the market's upper 
echelon. 

It's getting close. Samsung 
was the No. 1 smartphone 
seller for a II of last year, fol¬ 
lowed by Apple, accord¬ 
ing to research firm Interna¬ 
tional Data Corp. Huawei 
came third, though in some 
quarters it took second 
place, IDC data showed. 
The company stealthily be¬ 
came an industry star by 
plowing into new markets, 
honing its technology, 
and developing a line-up 
of phones that offer af¬ 
fordable options for low- 
income households and 
luxury models that are si¬ 
phoning upper-crust sales 
from Apple and Samsung 
in China and Europe. 

But Huawei's products are 
few and far between in 
the U.S. The scarcity stems 
from long-running security 
concerns that the compa¬ 


ny could facilitate digital 
espionage on behalf of 
China's government. Wash¬ 
ington has been lobbying 
European allies to keep its 
equipment out of new 5G 
networks 

The cloud over Huawei 
also includes U.S. criminal 
charges filed last month 
against the company and 
its chief financial officer, 
Meng Wanzhou, who U.S. 
prosecutors want to extra¬ 
dite from Canada. They 
accuse her of fraud and 
say the company stole 
trade secrets, including 
technology that mobile 
carrierT-Mobile used to test 
smartphones 

Huawei is making its push at 
a time that both Samsung 
and Apple are struggling 
with declining smartphone 
sales amid a lull in industry 
innovation that is causing 
more consumers to hold 
on to the devices until they 
wear out instead of up¬ 
grading to the latest model 
asquickly asthey once did. 
The company sells high- 
priced smartphones as 
well as an extensive range 
of cheaper models priced 
from $200 to $600 that offer 
a good camera and other 
features most consumers 
wa nt, a na lysts sa id. 

But Huawei wouldn't be 
where it is today if it had 
been content focusing 
merely on China and other 
Asian markets 
The company took a huge 
step forward several years 
ago when it began pour¬ 
ing millions into promoting 
itsbrand and building part¬ 
nerships in major European 
markets such as Germany, 
France, Britain, Spain and 
Italy. Research firm Gartner 
estimates it now sells a bout 
13 percent of its phones in 
Europe. 

Asforthe U.S., Huawei can 
only make so much head¬ 
way as long asthe govern¬ 
ment is casting the com¬ 
pany as a cyber-villain, 
said Gartner analyst Tuong 
Nguyen. 

"Brand building is a long¬ 
term exercise, but it's go¬ 
ing to be especially difficult 
in the U.S. because of the 
way they have branded all 
of China," he said. 'The bar¬ 
riers in the U.S. are just get¬ 
ting more difficult.'O 


lech helps San 
Rancisco DA wipe out 
8,000 pot c onvic tions 


By PAUL ELIAS 
Associated ness 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

San Francisco's top pros¬ 
ecutor says his office used 
technology to erase 8,000 
marijuana convictions 
and reduce felony con¬ 
victions to misdemeanors. 
It is the first California 
prosecutor's office to an¬ 
nounce full compliance in 
clearing criminal records 
required when voters ap¬ 
proved the broad legal¬ 
ization of pot. 

District Attorney George 
Gascon made the an¬ 
nouncement Monday, 
saying the nonprofitCode 
for America organization 


used computer-based 
algorithms to identify eli¬ 
gible cases 

Proposition 64 wiped out 
convictions but provided 
no mechanism for how to 
identify cases 
Many county prosecutors 
say they don't have the 
resources to sift through 
tens of thousands of 
cases Some defendants 
hired attorneys, but most 
of the estimated 200,000 
California cases remain 
untouched. 

Code for America says it 
is using its technology to 
help other prosecutors 
and is working with other 
prosecutorsQ 
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Bubali# 113c 
3Bedr w/ additional 
guest studio 
Semidetached home 



Caya Ritmo # 35 
4 Bedr 2 Story Home 
Eagle Beach area 



Oceania #213 
2Bed/2Bath ocean front 
Condo. 



Tamarijn $ 59 
4Bedr home w/ sweeping 
island views, open air 
courtyard & lap pool 


For any information on one of our 

Featured Homes for SALE 

Please contact us at: 

(297) 733 4663 - phone 
info@arubahomeminders.com - email 
www.arubahomeminders.com - website 



Jardines Del Mar # 12 Opal # 223 Surfside Res. Rooi Santo # 25m 
2Bed/2.5 Bath townhome 4Bed/3.5Bath w/ lock off 4Bed/4Bath home with 
w pool view in gated apartment pool, jacuzzi, gym & 

community outdoor kitchen 


Salina Cerca # 37b 


Oceania Residence #513 


5Bed home with lush gardens 2Bed/2Bath Ocean front 
& large private pool Penthouse condo w/ jacuzzi 

Close to the Marriott Resort & private rooftop patio 



US stoc ks rise broadly after Trump postpones tariff inc tease 



In this Feb. 8, 2019, file photo trader Daniel Trimble works on the floor of the New York Slock Ex¬ 
change. 

Associated Press 


By DAMIAN j. 1R0ISE 
Associated ness 
NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks 
opened broadly higher on 
Wall Street after President 
Donald Trump agreed to 
hold off on raising tariffs 
on Chinese goods, which 
would have escalated a 
damaging trade war be¬ 
tween the world'stwo larg¬ 
est economies. 

Investorshad been growing 
increasingly optimistic over 
the last two weeks that the 
U.S. and China were mov¬ 
ing closer to a resolution 
in the trade tiff. The fight is 
over U.S. complaints that 
Beijing steals or pressures 
companies to hand over 
technology. 

Information technology 
and industrial compa¬ 
nies led the early gains. 
Consumer goods and util¬ 
ity companies lagged the 
overall market. 

The nationsfaced a March 
1 deadline that would 
have increased punitive 
duties on $200 billion in Chi¬ 
nese imports. Trump did 
not set a new deadline. He 
said there had been "pro¬ 
ductive talks" on some of 
the more difficult issues and 
he's willing to meet with 
Chinese PresidentXiJ inping 
if negotiations progress. 

The trade war and its hefty 
tariffs have already raised 
prices and costs for busi- 
nessesand consumers. Any 
additional escalation could 
shake investor confidence 
as an economic slowdown 
looms over China and Eu¬ 
rope. 


Elsewhere, oil pricesdipped 
afterTrump said they were 
getting too high. Industrial 
giant General Electric rose 
after it announced plans 
to sell a biotech unit. Spark 
Therapeutics doubled af¬ 
ter pharmaceutical giant 
Roche offered to buy the 
gene therapy developer. 
KEEPING SCORE: The Dow 
Jones Industrial average 


rose 164 points, or 0.6 per¬ 
cent, to 26,193 as of 10 
a.m. Eastern time. The S&P 
500 index 0.6 percent and 
the Nasdaq composite 0.9 
percent. 

OVERSEAS: China's main 
index, The Shanghai Com¬ 
posite, jumped to an 
eight-month high. Progress 
with U.S.-China trade talks 
helped lift markets broadly 


in Asia and Europe. 

GE SHEDS WEIGHT: General 
Electric is selling its bio phar¬ 
ma business to Dana her 
for $21.4 billion. The sale is 
yet another step for GE to 
become smaller. The stock 
surged 12.7 percent. 

GE hasbeen divesting busi¬ 
nesses since getting hurt 
in the financial crisis a de¬ 
cade ago. It slashed itsdivi- 


dend in Octoberalong with 
ousting CEO J ohn Flannery. 
It also plans to downsize its 
Boston headquarters. 

GOLD FIGHT: Barriek Gold is 
making a potentially hostile 
bid for rival Newmont Min¬ 
ing, offering $18 billion in 
an all-stock deal. The offer 
pushed Newmont shares 2 
percent higher. 

Barriek kicked off a surge 
in gold mining consolida¬ 
tion last month when it ac¬ 
quired Randgold Resourc¬ 
es for more than $6 billion. 
Miners are consolidating 
as gold becomes more ex¬ 
pensive to procure. 
Newmont has so far 
shunned Barrick. It has 
launched its own takeover 
bid, offering $10 billion for 
Canada'sGoldcorp. 
ENERGY: Trump criticized 
the rising price of oil in an 
early morning tweet, send¬ 
ing prices lower. U.S. crude 
lost 1.6 percent to $56.34 
perbarrel in New York. Pric- 
esare up 23 percent so far 
this year. 

Brent crude, used to price 
international oils, fell 1.8 
percent to $65.92 perbar¬ 
rel in London.Q 


Eagle Resort & Casino 

wk 5,6 /3 Br, 2 Bth F Reno, S 
Twr 1st fir, F kit, W+D, 44,000 
commodoremtrs@icloud.com 

_210648 

FOR SALE 
by Owner 

1 Bedroom, pool & ocean view 
Paradise Beach Villas 
week 6 

Contact: 757 681 2505 

_210839 
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^ICOMICS 



Mutts 




Blondie 




Mother Goose & Grimm 


HE SHOULD <5£T A 
THOROUGH CHECKUP 
EVER^ SIX MONTHS 





Baby Blues 



Zits 


O'fCAK WE HAVE AWSSA 
MAKING RASTERS, HECTOR 
IS H ANSI NS STREAMERS, 
OERE/WTANP PIERCE ARE 
FIU-INSHEUICJM BALLOONS.,. 





Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★ 


2/26 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Occupation 
4 Throbbed 
painfully 
9 Up in irate 
13 Regrets 

15 Transparent 

16 Ooze out 

17 Part of a 
wineglass 

18 Rib 

19 Scorch 

20 Forte 

22 Friendly nation 

23 Plunder 

24 J. Edgar Hoover’s 
agcy. 

261950s teen idol 
Frankie 
29 Clear broth 

34 Book leaves 

35 Damp 

36 Lamb’s mother 

37 Elderly 

38 Cries 

39 Window glass 

40 Gallop 

41 Bodies of water 

42 Didn’t throw 
away 

43 Restrained with 
a rope 

45 Foyt & Unser 

46 Ending for harp 
or ball 

47 Kimono fabric 

48 Casual farewell 
51 Helper 

56 _-the-top; 

outrageous 

57 Part of the face 

58 Equipment 

60 Perished 

61 Rush forward 
suddenly 

62 Apiece 

63 Probability 

64 Stopped 

65 Boxing ref’s 
decision 

DOWN 

1 Yrbk. section 

2 Pitcher’s delights 

3 Toot the horn 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 2/26/19 


4 “Lights, camera, 

r 

5 Shoe bottom 
ridge 

6 Make well 

7 Vane direction 

8 Actor Richard 

9 Attack 

10 Virginia lively 
dance 

11 Lunch or dinner 

12 Agile 
14 Reeked 

21 Pigeon cries 

25 In just ay soon 

26 Take undo 

27 Obscure; unclear 

28 Insurance seller 

29 Curtsied 

30 Picasso’s paints 

31 Go away 

32 Proprietor 

33 Has to have 

35 “_hay while the 

sun shines” 

38 Tiny sea creature 
with a hard shell 

39 Parcel 


Monday’s Puzzle Solved 



©2019 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 


41 Zodiac sign 52 Have nothing to 

42 Table seasoning do with 

44 Stockpiles 53 -off; going- 

45 Took a chance away party 

with 54 “Cool!” in past 

47 Prolonged attack decades 

48 Commotion 55 _ on; attach 

49 Enthusiastic 59 Letter from 

50 _ off; angry Greece 
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Classifieds 




HEALTH 

Hospital 


527 4000 
Imsan- San Nicolas 
524 8833 


Halley Time Travel 


Divi Village 

1 BR WK # 8 & 9 
21 & 25 weeks remain 
$9000 each 
Divi links Golf 
1 BR WK# 8 & 9 
27 weeks remain 
$9000 each 

Eagle Resort & Casino 

1 BR WK # 5,6,7,8 
Ground floor $7000 each 
1 BR WK 7 & 8 $7000 each 
Dutch Village 
1 BR WK 8 $8500 
24 weeks remain 
House For Sale 
Catiri 

3 Bedroom , 2 Bath 
10 Min drive to beach 
Certral located $250 K 
Ponton 

4 Bedroom , 3 Bath 
Swimming pool $350K 

Marriott Ocean Club 

Platinum 

1 BR Ocean View $10,000 

2 BR Ocean View $16,000 
2 BR Ocean Front $24,000 

Barcelo 

2 BRdlx wk 9 and 10$40K 
both wks 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

2 BR Penthouse WK# 11 & 12 
Building 9 the 7th floor 
27 weeks remain $25K each 
Property land for sale 
Savaneta on the main road 
1050 m2 $110.000 american 
dollars 

Divi Links Golf 

1 BR WK 11 & 12 
26 weeks remain each 
$9000 each 
Studio Wk 11 
26 weeks remain $8000 


House for sale 
Opal 

3 bedroom , 2 bath $ 325K 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR WK# 11 
Biulding 7 3rd floor 

34 weeks remain $16K 

Marriott Surf Club 

2 BR Garden Vie w $14,000 
2 BR Ocean View $ 15,000 
2 BR Ocean Side $16,000 

2 BR Ocean Front $ 27,000 

3 BR Ocean View $26,000 
La Cabana Beach & Casino 
1 Br Wk# 11 &12 

4th floor pool/Ocean view 
Sunday check in $ 18, 000 both 
Divi Village 
Studio WK # 6 
22 weeks remain $8000 

Renaissance Suites 

1 BR WK # 9 $9500 

4th Floor Harbor/Ocean View 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Studio wk # 9 

building 6 

5th floor $9000 

30 weeks remain 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR Wk#8 

Biulding # 6 on the 4th floor 
With 29 weeks remain $ 16K 
1 BRWK#10 biulding #8 
6th floor 28 weeks remain $16K 

Barcelo Resorts 

All inclusive 
Studio wk # 8 & 9 
$25K both 

1 Br DLX wk 2/17 $13K 

1 Br Supreme wk 2/17 $15K 

2 BR PH wk 2/17 $25K 


Call: 6301307 johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


TwDAY 


B^NiXA 


How to Rs-ach us! 



For Sale By Owner: 

Casa del Mar 

2 Bedroom/2 Bath 
Wk 1/Unit 1408 (15,000) 

Wk 2/1113-($16,000) 

Wks 5 & 6/1315 ($18,000/wk) 
Wks 5 & 6/1521 ($20,000/wk) 
Wk 7/1308 ($18,000) 

Wks 7 & 8/1408 ($18,000) 

Wk 8/1113 ($17,000) 

Wk 8/1409 ($17,000) 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860) 649-9639 


210601 
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Eagle Resort & Casino 
and Casino 

For Sale or Rent by Owner 
week 7 one Bed Unit #1532F 
Fri/Fri $3,900 

Week 13 Two Bed Unit #4552H 

Fri/Fri $4,900 

Contact in Aruba 

donjovi7@hotmail.com 

or cell 592 0500 

In US sales.cpv@hotmail.com 

or cell 978 530 6077 

_210463 
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club 


GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $ 14k 
2B Oceanside $8500 
GV $6k OV $7k 
3BEDRM $12500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B Oceanfront $27k 
Oceanside $ 16k 
Oceanview $15k 
3BEDROM $26k 
*WK. 51 OV $39k 
*WK 52 OV $46k 
* Weeks 7 and 14-all views 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $ 14k 
2B OV $8000 
1 Bed $4000 

1 Bed Oceanfront $8500 

PLATINUM Season 

2 BedOV $16000 
2B Oceanfront $24k 
IB OV $ 1 Ok 

** Destination points $9 per 
point 


La Cabana Beach Resort 
Weeks 30-33 Unit 322BC and 
Unit 412BC Plus more. 

We Need Sellers!!! 

Costa Linda & Playa Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


Contact: 

j ulie@conciergerealty.com 

888-888-2204 Ext Itl 

Website: 

www.conciergerealty.com 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 

San Nicolas 

IMSAN 24 Hours 

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Paradera Tel. 588 6638 
San Nicolas: 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 


EMERGENCY 

Police 

100 

Oranjestad 

527 3140 

Noord 

527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 

527 2900 

San Nicolas 

584 5000 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Ambulancia 

911 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Red Cross 

582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 

587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 

588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 

A1 Taxi Serv. 

280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



February 26 

Celebrity Silhouette 


February 27 

Mein Schiff 5 
Freedom of the Seas 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Virgin Galactic: Rocket teaches space again in testflight 



Virgin Galactic's VSS Unity rocket plane flown into the atmosphere before launching Riday, Feb. 
22,2019, in Mojave, Calif. Virgin Galactic 'sVSS Unity rocket plane flown into the atmosphere be¬ 
fore launching Riday, Feb. 22, 2019, in Mojave, Calif. 

Associated Press 


By J OHN ANTCZAK 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Vir¬ 
gin Galactic's rocket plane 
reached space fora sec¬ 
ond time in a test flight over 
California on Friday, climb¬ 
ing higher and faster than 
before while also carrying 
a crewmember to evalu¬ 
ate the long-awaited pas- 
sengerexperience. 

The winged spaceship 
soared at three times the 
speed of sound to an alti¬ 
tude of 55.8 miles (89.8 kilo¬ 
meters) before gliding to a 
safe landing at Mojave Air 
and Space Port in the des¬ 
ert north of Los Angeles, Vir¬ 
gin Galactic said. 

In addition to chief pilot 
David Mackay and co-pi¬ 
lot Mike "Sooch" Masucci, 
the crew included Virgin 
Galactic's chief astronaut 
instructor, Beth Moses 
Moses, described as an 
expert micro-gravity re¬ 
searcher who is in charge 
of evaluating the passen¬ 
ger cabin, floated free to 
test elements of the interior. 
Virgin Galactic is working 


HILO, Hawaii (AP) — Scien¬ 
tists measuring the thick¬ 
ness of Kilauea volcano's 
newest lava flows have 
said molten rock added as 
much as 180 feet (55 me¬ 
ters) of lava to parts of the 
Big Island last year. New 
land created in the ocean 
reachesashighas 919 feet 
(280 meters.) 

The U.S. Geological Sur¬ 
vey released the data last 
week along with a prelimi¬ 
nary map of the flows, the 
Hawaii Tribune-Herald re¬ 
ported . 

The volcano's latest erup- 


toward commercial op¬ 
erations that will take pas¬ 
sengers on supersonic thrill 
rides to the lower reaches 
of space to experience 
a few minutes of weight- 


tion began last May in a 
residential area called 
Leilani Estates in Puna. It 
destroyed more than 700 
homes before law flows 
started petering out in Au¬ 
gust. 

The lava buried nearly 14 
square miles (36 square ki¬ 
lometers) of existing land. 
It added about 875 acres 
(354 hecta res) of new la nd 
to the island where molten 
rock flowed offshore. 

Much of the new data was 
collected by unmanned 
aerial vehicles and heli¬ 
copters when the lava was 


lessness and a view of the 
Earth below. 

The company intends to 
operate a fleet of space¬ 
ships out of Spaceport 
America in the high desert 


flowing last summer, said 
Janet Babb, a geologist 
with the Hawaiian Volcano 
Observatory. 

Scientists had to collect 
some data later because 
some spots were too re¬ 
mote for drones to reach 
ortoo dangerously infested 
with so-called laze plumes 
for helicopters to fly to. 
Laze forms when hot lava 
hits the ocean, reacts with 
sea water and sends hy¬ 
drochloric acid and steam 
laced with fine glass par¬ 
ticles into the air. 

The U.S. Geological Survey 
is still examining the entire 
flow field and refining mea¬ 
surements done over the 
summer, Babb said. 

'We'll be studying this erup¬ 
tion for years," she said. 
'There (are) a lot of studies 
still going on." 

Babb said scientists hope 
to have a final lava thick¬ 
ness map completed in the 
next yea r.Q 


of southern New Mexico. 
The flight was delayed two 
days due to winds, and 
company founder Richard 
Branson tweeted that he 
had to miss it so he could 
attend a concert in Co¬ 
lombia to raise money for 
humanitarian aid to crisis- 
stricken Venezuela. 

"Sad to miss spaceflight but 
looking forward to the con¬ 
cert," he wrote. 

The spaceship, named VSS 
Unity, is carried aloft by a 
special carrier aircraft and 
released at high altitude 
where it ignites its rocket. 
It first reached space on 
Dec. 13 in a flight to an alti¬ 
tude of 51.4 miles (82.7 kilo¬ 
meters) at slightly less than 
Mach 3. 

Earlier this month, the rock¬ 
et motor from that flight 
was donated to the Smith¬ 
sonian's National Air and 
Space Museum in Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., and pilots Mark 
"Forger" Stucky and Rick 
"CJ" Sturckow were award¬ 
ed commercial astronaut 
wings by the U.S. Depart¬ 
ment of Transportation. 

The only previous commer¬ 
cial astronaut wings went 
to pilots Mike Melvill and 
Brian Binnie, for their 2004 
flights in SpaceShipOne, 
the predecessor to Virgin 
Galactic's rocket plane, 
which is a design called 
SpaceShipTwo. 

A major goal of Friday's 


flight was evaluating its 
handling during descent 
with its twin tails rotated 
upward relative to the fu¬ 
selage. 

The 'feathered" configu¬ 
ration is used to slow and 
stabilize the craft as it falls 
back into the thickening 
atmosphere. The name 
came from designer Burt 
Rutan comparing the 
mechanism to the feath- 
ersofa badminton shuttle¬ 
cock. The tails rotate back 
to normal position for the 
glide to Earth. 

Altitude and speed were 
not specific targets for the 
flight, Virgin Galactic CEO 
George Whitesides said 
in an interview earlier this 
week. 

"If we have sort of a nom¬ 
inal-duration bum we will 
get up pretty high, but that 
is not one of the forma I test 
goalsforthisone,"he said. 
Whitesides indicated that 
cabin esthetics, including 
coloration and the play of 
sunlight across surfaces, 
are considered important 
and that the focus on it 
also shows the program is 
advancing. 

'That's not to say that we 
are fully done with vehicle 
testing, but we really are 
starting to move into the 
interiors testing phase, and 
that's a really important 
milestone for the compa¬ 
ny," he said. 

Whitesides said he could 
not say how many more 
test flig hts remain. 

'We're getting there, I 
mean we're making good 
progress, and I don't think 
it's a huge remaining num- 
bernow. There's light atthe 
end of the tunnel now," he 
said. 

Branson has said he would 
like to make his first flight 
to space this summer on 
the 50th anniversary of the 
Apollo 11 moon landing. 

"I think he'd love to fly as 
soon as possible, and we'd 
love to figure out ways to 
enablethatto happen,"he 
said. 

But Whitesides could not 
commit to a date. 

Uke the December flight, 
VSS Unity again carried a 
payload of various experi¬ 
ments organized under a 
NASA program. 

□ 



Sc ientisb5 measure thic kness 
of Kilauea lava flows in Hawaii 
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Doke&Gabbana make encyclopedic reviewofartisanal heritage 



A model wears a creation as pa it of the Dolce &Gabbana women's Fa II-Winter2019-2020 collec¬ 
tion, that was presented in Milan, Italy, Sunday, Feb. 24 , 2019. 

Associated Press 


By COLLEEN BARRY 
Associated Press 
MILAN (AP) — Milan Mayor 
Giuseppe Sala made a 
rare fashion week appear¬ 
ance, sitting in the front row 
of Dolce & Gabbana on 
Sunday. 

Ihe mayor's presence had 
the hallmark of an institu¬ 
tional show of support after 
the designers were forced 
to cancel a Shanghai show 
following commentsbyone 
of the designers deemed 
a s ra c ist. 

The stalwart Milanese 
brand also faced a boy¬ 
cott in China, the luxury 
world's biggest market, and 
the longer term impact of 
the incident remains un¬ 
clear. This was their first 
womenswear show since 
the controversy, which was 
followed by another inci¬ 
dent involving Milan col¬ 
leagues Prada and Gucci 
for including images that 
recalled blackface in their 
collections. 

Highlights from Sunday's 
previews for next fall and 
winter: 

DOLCE & GABBANA PA¬ 
RADE ELEGANCE 

Dolce & Gabbana gave 
the fashion world an en¬ 
cyclopedic review of their 
artisanal credentials with 
an expansive show of more 


than 100 looks. 

The seven-in-one runway 
show flipped through a 
series of well-catalogued 
Dolce & Gabbana themes. 
Designers Domenico Dol¬ 
ce and Stefano Gabbana 
started with elegant suits 
topped with fedora hatsor 
elaborate feathered fasci¬ 
nators worthy of a female 
Dasheill Hammett charac- 
terthen transitioned to chif¬ 
fon and silk dresses or pant¬ 
suits with feather boa trim 


that exuded leisure. 

The next five themes fo¬ 
cused on patterns, textiles 
and colon leopard, florals, 
houndstooth and Prince 
of Wales, jewel tones then 
brocades. The design¬ 
ers, unusually, then high¬ 
lighted a series of frothy 
bridal gowns. And the final 
flourish was reserved for 
the brand's true mainstay: 
beautifully tailored looks in 
black. Ihe looks played on 
classic, even stereotypical, 


rolesof femininity, which re- 
mainsatthe heartof Dolce 
& Gabbana's appeal with 
itscore consumer. 
Highlights included a roy¬ 
al purple A-line coat with 
cape and bow details 
that popped with layers 
of turquoise crinoline, an 
all-white fitted double- 
breasted suit topped with 
a soft cashmere overcoat, 
a modem take on the suit 
deconstructed into an off- 
shoulder look and a black- 


and-white polka dot dress 
made voluminous by un¬ 
derlays wom by an Asian 
model. Applause emitting 
from a VIP front row punc¬ 
tuated the show. 

The show titled "Elegance" 
opened with a video show¬ 
ing Dolce draping fabric on 
a model and hand stitch¬ 
ing a garment that, when 
finished, was branded with 
the duo's script in Italian 
"Fatto a mano," or "Made 
by hand." 

STELLA JEAN 

Ha itia n-lta lia n designer 

Stella Jean's collection for 
next fall and winter took a 
dramatic turn with a sleek¬ 
er silhouette and more ur¬ 
ban styling. 

Jean said that her "bour¬ 
geois lady" is taking an 
updated version of a 17th- 
century European tour, and 
instead of cultural capitals, 
she is visiting places usually 
considered beach destina¬ 
tions — but which instead 
have a rich artistic tradition. 
By that, she referred to the 
naive art of French Polyne¬ 
sia, Haiti and the Caribbe¬ 
an in general. 

A gray, brick and camel 
plaid belted trench gave 
expression to Jean's old 
continent influence and 
European styling.Q 


Holocaust scholar surveys rising tide of anti-Semitism 


By ANN LEVIN 
Associated ness 

"Antisemitism: Here and 
Now" (Sc hoc ken Books), by 
Deborah E. Lipstadt 
Deborah E. Lipstadt was 
surprised athow hard itwas 
to write her latest book. A 
leading authority on the 
Holocaust, she was used 
to "skulking in the sewers 
of antisemitism and geno¬ 
cide." But that was history. 
What made her latest work 
so challenging — docu¬ 
menting the recent resur¬ 
gence of anti-Semitism in 
Europe and America, on 
the rightand the left — was 
that it was happening now. 
"The end result was well 
worth it. 

"Antisemitism: Here and 
Now" is an indispensable 
guide to contextualizing 
activities as diverse as the 


neo-Nazi march in Char¬ 
lottesville, Virginia, and 
the Boycott, Divestment, 
Sanctions campaign, also 
known as BDS. 

And it's about as even- 
handed as it could be, 
given the disturbing subject 
matter and the fact that 
Lipstadt's strong self-identi¬ 
fication asa J ew made the 
topic intensely personal for 
her. 

"The book is structured as 
a series of letters between 
a Jewish student of hers 
named Abigail and a col¬ 
league named Joe at the 
law school at Emory Univer¬ 
sity, where Lipstadt ison the 
faculty. 

"They are fictional charac¬ 
ters who are composites of 
many people she's had dis¬ 
cussions with overthe past 
few years. 


"The letter format gives 
the book an urgency that 
might otherwise be lack¬ 
ing in a scholarly work, 
although at times, it can 
seem a little contrived. 
Lipstadt is best known for 
being sued for libel by Da¬ 
vid Irving after calling him 
a Holocaust denier. She 
won the case, which was 
later made into the 2016 
film "Denial"starring Rachel 
Weisz. 

At the outset Lipstadt ex¬ 
presses her hope that both 
sides of the political divide 
will be discomfited by her 
analysis and conclusions, 
and they probably will. 

For instance, she classifies 
both Donald Trump and 
Jeremy Corbyn, the head 
of Britain's Labour Party, as 
"antisemitic enablers" — 
Trump forfailing to call out 


the white supremacists, rac¬ 
ists and anti-Semites who 
support him and Corbyn for 
tolerating the anti-Semitism 
of his political allies. 

"While Trump is probably 
not an antisemite," she 
says, "enabling antisem- 
ites is itself an antisemitic 
act that causes as much 
damage assomething that 
comes from an ideological 
antisemite." 

Lipstadt wrapped up the 
manuscript in August 2018 
after noting that pace of 
anti-Jewish incidents and 
rhetoric had made it al¬ 
most impossible to finish. 
Sa d ly, she wa s rig ht. 

J ust weeks after penning 
her note to readers, a man 
gunned down 11 people 
in a Pittsburgh synagogue 
in the deadliest attack 
on J ews in U.S. history. The 


ANTISEMITISM 
HERE AND NOW 

DEBORAH E. LIPSTADT 



This cover image released by 
Sc hoc ken Books shows "Anti¬ 
semitism: Here and Now," by 
Deborah E. Lipstadt 

Associated Press 

suspect had a history of 
posting anti-Semitic vitriol 
onlineQ 
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Dwayne J ohnson goes indie with 'Fighting With My Family' 



Dwayne Johnson, left and Dany Garcia, center, co-foundeis and co-CEOs of Seven Bucks Pro¬ 
ductions, and her brother Hiram Garcia, the company's president of production, pose together 
during the 2019 SUndance Film Festival, Monday, Jan. 28, 2019, in IfeikCity, Utah. 

Associated Press 


By RYAN PEARSON 
Associated Press 
PARK CITY, Utah (AP) — Be¬ 
lieve it or not, Hollywood 
executives told Dwayne 
Johnson "no thanks" when 
he pitched his latest movie. 
It was an unusual rejec¬ 
tion for the industry's reign¬ 
ing box office champion, 
whose "lumanji" reboot in 
2017 made nearly $1 billion 
worldwide. And so before 
he trades insults with J ason 
Statham in "Hobbs & Shaw" 
or straps in for the Disney's 
'Jungle Cruise," the artist 
forever known aslhe Rock 
put on his independent film 
producer hat and went 
outside the traditional stu¬ 
dio system to make "Fight¬ 
ing With My Family." 

His Seven Bucks Productions 
found financing through 
WWE Studios and Britain's 
Film4 to make the scrap¬ 
py, relatively low-budget 
comedy inspired by WWE 
wrestler Paige's life story. 
Johnson makes a cameo 
appearance, as he did in 
Paige's real-life rise from a 
small English town to the 
top of pro wrestling. 

"Every studio passed on 
this, regard less of if I was at¬ 


tached,"] ohnson said in an 
interview. 'They were like, 
'No, no. The subject mat¬ 
ter.' And, and also too, you 
know, generally the tap¬ 
estry of pro wrestling as it's 
been shown in film hasn't 
always been done in the 
greatest of ways certainly 
that would make us proud, 
coming from that world. 


(Darren) Aronofsky did it 
beautifully in The Wrestler,' 
but before that and since 
then, it hasn't really been 
shown. So there was a lot 
of challenges with this" 

J ohnson, 46, says that while 
he knew Paige through 
WWE, he didn't know her 
back-story — including a 
brother and parents who 
shared her passion for pro 
wrestling — until a seren¬ 
dipitous night filming "Fast 
& Furious 6" in London. Un¬ 
able to sleep, he was flip¬ 
ping channels and came 
across a documentary 
about the performer (real 
name: Saraya-J ade Bevis). 

"I immediately identified 
with this crazy wrestling 
family who wasvery loving, 
loved the world of pro wres¬ 
tling," he said. "And I come 
from a crazy, at-times-dys- 
functional wrestling family 
— my dad, my grandmoth- 
erand grandfather, uncles, 
cousins, you name it." 
Johnson's 'Tooth Fairy" co- 
starStephen Merchantwas 
hired to write and direct. 
Florence Pugh signed on 
to play Paige, with Nick 
Frost and Lena Headey 
as her parents. The under¬ 
dog story opens wide in 
U.S. theatres on Friday. It 
got a warm reception at 
its Sundance Film Festival 
premiere, which Johnson 
attended alongside hispro- 
ducing partners Dany and 
Hiram Garcia. 

Sitting alongside each 


other at a Park City, Utah 
condo, the three finished 
each other's sentences 
and were quick to laugh 
together. Dany Garcia, a 
former bodybuilder and in¬ 
vestment banker, was mar¬ 
ried to Johnson from 1997 
to 2007 and they have a 
teenage daughter. When 
talking about J ohnson, she 
sometimes reaches out to 
touch his forearm or thigh. 
They have other life part¬ 
ners now, but have flour¬ 
ished as business partners, 
founding Seven Bucks 
Productions together in 
2012. Hiram Garcia, Dany's 
younger brother, has long 
consulted with Johnson on 
his career. He was named 
the company's president of 
film production in 2017. 
They offered a preview of 
four of Seven Bucks' many 
upcoming film projects, all 
starring J ohnson: 

HO BBS & SHAW 
Johnson won't appear in 
the next "Fast and Furi¬ 
ous" movie, set for 2020, 
but hopes this spin-off with 
Jason Statham and a vil¬ 
lain played by Idris Elba 
becomes its own fran¬ 
chise. They tried to also 
bring "Aquaman" star Ja¬ 
son Momoa on-board, but 
it didn't work out. "Maybe 
on the next one,"Johnson 
says, while promising "belly 
laughs" alongside the ex¬ 
plosions and shootouts: 
"I've never gotten more 
joy than making J ason Sta¬ 


tham laugh in every scene, 
to the point where he can't 
actually say words." It's set 
for re lease in August. 

JUNG IE CRUISE 
Based on the Disney theme 
park ride, Johnson says 
the Jaume Collet Serra- 
directed adventure film, 
a Iso set fo r 2020, is '"Afric a n 
Queen' meets 'Romancing 
the Stone.'" Hiram Garcia 
says Emily Blunt plays "a 
young Indiana Jones type 
female ahead of her time 
... looking for an unbeliev¬ 
able artifact (who) has to 
go to the river and needs 
the best captain there is.... 
Hijinksensuesand romance 
ensues" 

THE KING 

'Sacred, epic, thoughtful," 
is how Dany Garcia de¬ 
scribes the planned biopic 
of Hawaiian King Kame- 
hameha. Johnson told an 
intervieweratage 29 that it 
was his "dream role" in Hol¬ 
lywood. "I didn't have life 
experience to play it then. 
So the time is right. ... It's a 
special one," he said. Rob¬ 
ert Zfemeckis will direct and 
"Braveheart" screenwriter 
Randall Wallace has been 
researching the story in Ha¬ 
waii for the past two years, 
Johnson said. "It's the tell¬ 
ing of King Kamehameha, 
from his birth to how he 
came to unite the islands 
and unify Hawaii as one ... 
and the introduction of the 
white man to the Hawaiian 
islands, and what it meant 
to the people," Hiram Gar¬ 
cia says. Production is ex¬ 
pected to begin next year. 
JOHN HENRY AND THE 
STATESMEN 

Hiram Garcia pitched 
Johnson on the idea of 
folklore heroes from various 
cultures joining together to 
"right the wrongs and save 
the planet."J ohnson'swres- 
tler father Rocky Johnson 
used to sing the folk song 
about the "steel-driving 
man"to him before bed, on 
the rare occasion he was 
home. "It wasvery personal 
to me because there was 
oftentimes quite a discon- 
nectwhen me and my dad 
were growing up, because 
he wasalwayson the road. 
So that would always be 
a very special time for us," 
Johnson said. The movie is 
set for release on Netflix.Q 
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US Latina s rally a round 'Roma 1 actress Yalitza Aparicio 



In this Feb. 4,2019 file photo, Yalitza Aparicio, nominated foranOscarforbestacliess for her role 
in "Roma," poses fora portrait atthe 91st Academy Awaids Nominees luncheon in Beveriy Hills, 
Calif. 

Associated Press 


By RUSSELL CON1RERAS 
Associated Press 
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) 

— Yalitza Aparicio, the Os- 
car-nominated, first-time 
actress in "Roma," is find¬ 
ing strong support among 
Mexican-American wom¬ 
en who identify with her 
indigenous roots despite 
backlash she is receiving in 
Mexico. 

Some Mexican-American 
women say they are glad 
Aparicio's high-profile role 
ischallenging typical imag¬ 
es of light-skinned Latinas 
in Spanish-language films 
a nd TV shows, a nd they a re 
expressing pride that she's 
the first indigenous woman 
to be nominated for best 
actressatthe Oscars. 

U.S. Latina Aparicio fans 
are holding Oscar watch 
parties, commenting to 
each other online with ex¬ 
citement and sharing on 
social media every move 
Aparicio makes. 


'She's brown girl mag¬ 
ic," said Jennie Luna, a 
Chicana/o Studies profes¬ 
sor at California State Uni¬ 


versity Channel Islands in 
Camarillo, California. "My 
students can't stop talking 
about her." 


The praise north of the U.S.- 
Mexico borderamong fans 
of Mexican descent comes 
asAparicio, who is from the 


Mexican state of Oaxaca, 
faces racist attacks online 
in herhomeland and scorn 
from some Mexican actors. 
More recently, Mexican ac- 
torSengio Goyri wascaught 
on video criticizing Apari¬ 
cio's nomination and using 
a racialslurto describe her. 
He laterapologized. 

After she appeared on the 
cover of Vogue Mexico 
last year, Aparicio was hit 
with a tirade of online racist 
comments that criticize her 
physical appearance. 

"I am proud to be an Oax¬ 
acan indigenous woman 
and it saddens me that 
there are people who 
do not know the correct 
meaning of words," Apari¬ 
cio, who is of Mixtec de¬ 
scent, said in a statement 
eariierthis month. 

In "Roma," Aparicio plays 
Cleo,a domestic workerfor 
a Mexico City middle-class 
family in the turbulent early 
1970s. □ 


The big Oscarwin by 'Green Book 1 leaves many tivisbated 



Viggo Mortensen, from left Linda Caidellini, Dimiter Marinov and Maheishala Ali accept the 
award for best picture for'Green Book" atthe Oscars on Sunday, Feb. 24, 2019, atthe Dolby The¬ 
atre in Los Angeles 

Associated Press 


By MIKECIDONI LENNOX 

Associated Presss 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 

decision to hand the best 
film Oscar to 'Green Book" 
continued to be debated 
Monday, long after the 
last Champagne glass 
had finally been emptied. 
Rarely in Oscar history, af- 
terall, hasa winning movie 
prompted a noted guest 
in the audience, who had 
just won his first competitive 
Oscar, to try to storm out of 
the night's big coronation. 
Spike Lee's vocal disap¬ 
proval of the segregation- 
era road-trip drama was 
but an early indication that 
'Green Book" will remain 
a polarizing choice, espe¬ 
cially for its depiction of 
race relations and its sen¬ 
timentalized approach. It 
emerged victorious on the 
night against Lee's own 
confrontational "BlacK- 
kKlansman" and the Afro- 
futuristic blockbuster "Black 
Pa nther." 

"Many of us in the black 
community would like to 
see greater recognition for 
movies about the black 
experience and not just for 
moviesthatmake the black 


experience comfortable 
forwhite audiences,"wrote 
television commentator 
and author Keith Boykin. 
Meanwhile, Justin Chang 


a critic atthe Los Angeles 
Times laced into 'Green 
Book," calling the film "an 
embarrassment" and 'the 
film industry's unquestioning 


embrace of it is another." 
He declared it "insultingly 
glib and hucksterish, a self- 
satisfied crock masquerad¬ 
ing asan olive branch." 


A whole thread on Twitter 
emerged to gently mock 
the film, including the lines 
"'Green Book'thinksthe Civil 
War was mainly a bout eco¬ 
nomics' and "'Green Book' 
thinks you're so articulate." 
'Green Book" tells the story 
of a white man who be¬ 
comes friends with the 
black musician he drives 
through the 1960s South for 
a concerttour.The name is 
derived from a publication 
that helped African-Amer¬ 
icans find establishments 
that would serve them in 
the segregated South. 
Seated in the audience on 
Oscar night, Lee waved 
his hands in disgust and 
appeared to try to walk 
out of the Dolby Theatre 
when 'Green Book" was 
announced as the winner 
of the top trophy Sunday. 
He made his way back to 
his seat and later back- 
stage compared the best 
film selection to a loss by his 
beloved New York Knicks 
basketball team. He later 
joked, 'The ref made the 
wrong call." Members of 
the team behind 'Green 
Book" sought to dampen 
any lingering tensions Q 
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